Evangelical 


Christendom 
‘April-June, 1918. 


The Tue World's Evangelical Alliance is taking a leading part, and 
is thereby serving the National interest, by keeping prominently 
before the Churches and our people generally, the objects for 

P roposed which Great Britain entered the War, and the high spiritual and 
moral issues for which we are fighting, in company with our 

Lea e of glorious Allies. It is no war of aggrandisement or annexation, 

gu but, tested by the principles of true Christianity, a conflict of 


> ideals widely separated. In essence its issues will determine 
Nations. whether the spiritual or moral interests of the universe are to 
be dominated by Right or Might, by Good or Evil, by Christ 
or Satan. Long and dificukh as the fight may be, we may 
have confidence in the result, for it is written—‘‘He shall reign, 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Therefore Sursum Corda. 

In the meantime we have been favoured with a copy of an influentially signed 
manifesto, the signatorics belonging to various Christian bodies, embodying a pro- 
posal to establish, after the War, a League of Nations for the maintenance of inter- 
national right and the preservation of permanent Peace. All instructed Christians 
must welcome the idea of such a League, if by its establishment it may help to pre- 
vent the recurrence of the calculated and wicked designs and preparations of Ger- 
many, spread over a long period of years, and carried through regardless of anything 
and everything standing in her way, whether it be the sanctity of treaties, the sacrifice 
of millions of human lives, or the shadows which must inevitably fall upon the world 
from the greatest tragedy, save one, in its long history. | | 

The proposed League is recommended on grounds distinctly Christian, and being an 
Alliance with high spiritual aims, free from identification with purely political con- 
troversies we ought, as far as is within our power, to seek to evoke a response to the 
proposal worthy of its beneficent aims, its influential sponsorship, and its possibilities. 

Let us, however, frankly consider Whether the proposed League of Nations can 
maintain the Right, and the preservation of Peace, unless the moral governments of 
the Nations are influenced by Righteousness and the Scriptural principles of the 
Gospel of Christ, the Prince of Peace? Has our own Government, for instance, 
in the matter of the appointment by authority of a Day of National Prayer, evidence: 
during the past four years its belief that God is at the back of the War, and that its 
issue to a victorious end depends as much, if not more, upon National recognition of 
His power and purposes in Christ as it does upon chariots and horses“? 

It is a question then of putting first things first. To Nations and their Rulers, 
as to individuals, comes the precept, ‘‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you. The only solid basis 
for the creation and maintenance of a League of Nations and lasting Peace is the 
Gospel of Christ, and in so far as the Nations recognise it and the Churches ring truc 
to its message and meaning, depends the success or failure of the proposal. How 
great then is our responsibility to seek to impress Governments, as well as individuals, 
with the fact that God cannot be ignored, and that the Peace of the World centres in 
national recognition of His Sovereignty, and the spread of the principles of 


the Gospel of Christ.” i. 
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WHIT-SUNDAY, MAY 19th, 1918. 
Call United Prayer 


for the greater realisation of the Presence and Power of the Holy Spirit, 
above all in the Christian Ministry ; for great results in Christian Unity to 
the blessing of the world. 


Last year, at Whitsuntide, the World's Evangelical Alliaace 
appealed for a world-wide unity in Prayer. The call was responded 
to and the mercy-seat approached by a great company of Christians. 
Therefore we are sure that He “hearkened and heard.” His hearing 
has had visible results. Within this past twelvemonth the movement 
towards Re-union has clearly gained force and volume, and we are 
certain that results not so visible, because as yet taking form only 
in the secrets of innumerable hearts, have been largely granted 
also. So we come to another Pentecost, “ the feast of gladness,” and 
of life, with a deeper sense of the glory and greatness of our aim, 
and a brighter hope of the coming better day. 


Whai special line of petition may we suggest to praying 
souls? Let us go straight to the human centre of the life of the 
Churches. Let us concentrate prayer greatly upon the Christian 
Ministry. Is it not certain that a universal revival of Divine life and 
power in the Pastorate would mean, in the order of God's working 
upon man through man, an open channel of blessing for the whole 
Flock? Again and yet again it has been so. The wonderful records 
of the eighteenth century in Britain, when a national Christianity 
almost at zero was penetrated by a new life which notably renewed 
national faith and virtue, show that the blessing began just so. One 
ordained man after another, here, there, everywhere, through means 
and under conditions most various, was brought into vivifying sight 
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of “ the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ“ Many such men 
gave themselves to itinerant evangelism, with wonderful results, 
immediate or ultimate. Many more simply threw their whole souls 
in a new way into their appointed charges, so as to “bring many 
sons unto glory just there, setting up new ideals of godliness, with 


its sacrifice and service, in parish, congregation, town, district, county. 


Blessing began with the shepherds. It poured itself through them 
on the flock. 


. We want unspeakably the like mercies now. We want no 
anarchy. But we want life divine, to turn the mechanism of the 
Ministry into a living organ of power. We want such a gift from on 
high, springing up from within, as shall make the Servants of the 
Churches, all, true pastors and true prophets. We want men, who 
are so possessed by the Christ of God in their ministry that He 
makes it magnetic with Himself; men who gravitate always upon 
Him in their message to the soul, and their message to the Church, 
and through the Church, to the World; men who know Him so well 
to be all in all for themselves, that instinctively He is their message, 
infinitely adaptable to every human need. 


Such a renovated Pastorate would not only be a supremely 
fit vessel for the Master's use for soul-saving ends. It would 
make with incalculable force for what we have called open and 
operative Unity. The true man of the Spirit gravitates inevitably 
towards fellowship in the Spirit. He is prejudiced for all possible 
brotherhood. He is like gracious Barnabas, who, full of the Spirit, 
“when he saw the grace of God, was glad.” 

So we lay it upon our fellow-believers in many lands to give 
themselves this Whitsuntide particularly to this line of appealing 
prayer. Themes great and many will link themselves to it, and will 


be dealt with before the Throne of Grace, in public, in the family, 


in secret. But if this one great need is present to our souls and 
teverently laid before the Lord, we are confident that the answer 
will vibrate through the Church and the world, preparing the way 
for the longed-for Return of Him who alone is the ultimate Life and 
Unity of His people and the one true Lord of man. 


(This Call to Prayer has been prepared by the Bishop of Durham at the 
request of the Worlds Evangelical Alliance). 
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Notes. 


Ow a later page will be found an article by the 
General Secretary, Mr. H. Martyn Gooch, giving 
some impressions of his recent visit to the West- 
ern Front The visit was paid and the article 
written previous to the opening of the present 
German offensive, buat the interesting facts and 
features recorded, passed for publication by the 
Official Press Bureau, are not altered thereby, 
and recent events in France to the time of going 
to press had not interfered with the security of 
the particular section of the British Front which 
he inspected. 


New Members of the Executive Council. 
Our members and friends everywhere will hear 
with pleasure that the Executive Council of the 
Alliance, always a representative and infleen- 
tial body, has been further strengthened by some 
recent additions, which imclade: Rev. C. V. 
Andrews, M.A. (ome of the Clerical Secretaries 
of the Missionary Society); Rev. 
Thomas Yates (Chairman of the London Con- 
gregational Union); Rev. TI. Wilkinson Riddle, 
and Professor Reresford Pite, F.R.1.B.A. We 
also record the acceptance of the vacant 
Treasurership of the British Organisation of the 
Alliance by Mr. R. C. Hart Dyke, already a 
member of the Executive Council, whose official 
associations with the Mildmay Institutions, the 
Shaftesbury Society and Ragged School Union, 
and other interdenominational interests, ensure 
to this important office with the Alliance a 
succession embodying a large-hearted interpre- 
tation of Christian Union as well as the mainten- 
ance of outstanding principles which characterise 
the World's Evangelical Alliance. 


Annual Public Meeting..May 14th.—Iin 
accordance with the preliminary announcement 
already made, the 72nd Annual Meeting of the 
Alliance will be held (D.V.) ander the presidency 
of the Lord Mayor of London, and by his invita- 
tion, at the Mansion House on Tuesday after- 
noon, May lach, at 3 p.m. Special invitations, 
which will entitle to a reserved seat, are being 
issued to Members and Subscribers to the Alli- 
ance, bat, im case any may be overlooked, it 
should be known that there will also be: free 
admission to the Mansion House for the occa- 
sion. We hope the seating capacity of the noble 
and historic Egyptian Hall will be all too smal! 
for those who will desire to take advantage of 
this opportunity to demonstrate the oneness in 
Christ Jesus of all who acknowledge Him as God 
and Lord, and who believe that the future de- 
velopment of Christian Union, both in its 
national and international relationships, demand 


the acceptance of the tolerant and Scriptura! 
Evangelical principles and traths which uanderlic 
the testimony and work of the World's Evan- 
gelical Alliance, and of the Churches, 
Organisations, and Christians associated with it. 
efforts. Already a numerous company of repre- 
eentative men have signified their hope and in- 
tention to be present to sapport the Lord 
Mayor, unless onforeseen circumstances prevent 
Among them Admiral Sir K. R. Fremantle. 
G.C.B.; Admiral Sir G. King Hall, K.C.B.; 
Admiral Sir R. S. Lowry; Major-Gen. Sir G. K 
Scott-Moncrieff, K.C.M.G.; the Right Hon. Sir 
Albett Spicer, M., M.P.; Sir Archibald Camp- 
bell, of Sucecoth, Bt. Sir T. F. Victor Buxton, 
Bt.; the Right Hon. Sir A. Griffith-Boscawen. 
M.P.; Sir Charles Wakefield, Bt.; the Bishop of 
Croydon; the Bishop of Willesden; Sir William 
Mackworth Young, K.C.S.1.; Col. Sir Alfred 
Pearce Gould, K. C. V. O.; the Right Hon. Sir Wil- 
loughby Dickinson, M. F., Sir Evan Spicer; Sir 
W. F. A. Archibald; Sir Robert Anderson. 
K.C.B. ; Sir Alfred Yeo, M.P.; W. Joyuson-Hick 
Reg., MF. the Archdeacon of London ; the Arch- 
deacon of Westminster; Sir Charles Tarring 
Rev. Archibald Fleming, D.D.; F. A. Bevan, 
Reg., D. L., J. F.; T. W. H. Inskip, Reg., M. X. 
K. C.; W. G. Bradshaw, Esq.; Prebendary H. W. 
Webb-Peploe; Prebendary C. J. Procter; Pre- 
bendary M. 8. Swarne; Prebendary F. 8 
Webster; Revs. Dr. Charles Brown; R. C 
zillie; Professor K. X. Simpson; W. Fuller- 
ton; M Fuller Gooch; Thomas Yates; Dr. R* 
Kilgour; E. N. Sharpe; H. R. Anderson; II. 
Rivet Lewis; W. S. Herbert Wylie; John Wilson 
Dr. John Clifford; Dr. R. F. Horton; Dr. J. V 
Ewing ; Revs. Arthur Taylor; W. Charter Piggot ; 
C. W. Andrews; J. Cregan; I. Rynon Davies; II. 
Foster Pegg; W. Goudie ; Canon Thornton Dews- 
bury; Canon W. E. R. Morrow; F. C. Spurr: 


Capt. A. F. Smith, D.. O., M. C.; Albert A. 


Head, Esq.; R. C. Hart Dyke, Reg. G. Wilson 
Heath, Esq.; and many others. On Thursday, 
April 25th, at 2.15 p.m., the ordinary General 
Business Meeting (of Members only) will be held 
at the Alliance House to receive the accounts 
and balance sheet and reports of the Executive 
Council and the Auditors; to elect the Honorary 
Officers and the General and Executive Councils ; 
to appoint the Anditors and fix their remunera- 
tion ; and to transact any other ordinary business 
of the Association. This meeting is for the 
transaction of formal business only. 


Whit Sunday, May i9th: A Call to 
Prayer aad Unity.—It will be remembered that 
last vear the World's Evangelical Alliance pul- 
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lished throughoet the world an influential, 
signed Call to Prayer and Christian Unity, at 
Whitsantide, concentration being made upon 
Whit Sunday. The response to that appeal was 
almost ananimous, and without doubt great 
results have issued and will „et issue therefrom. 
The gratifying response to this action on the part 
of the Alliance has led the Executive Council to 
take steps again to emphasise the forthcominy 
Whit Sunday, May 19th, by calling for special 
prayer and testimony im accordance with an 
appeal which is being widely circulated, and wil! 
be found printed in full on pages u and % By 
special request of the Council the appeal was 
drafted by the Bishop of Durham, a valued Vice- 
President of the Alliance. To make this fact 
known will not only lend additional interest to 
the document, but will add ereatly to its infiu- 
ence and usefulmess. We ask the help of our 
readers in the widespread circulation of this Cal! 
to Prayer. Those who are able to circulate any 
number of copies, up to ten, can obtain the same 
free of charge on application to the Offices of the 
World's Evangelical Alliance, 19, Russell Square, 
London, W.C.1. We express the hope also that 
the response to this Whitsuntide Call to Prayer 
will be general at Family Prayers in the home, 
and in private devotions. True Christian Unity, 
upon which alone the power and blessing of God 
the Holy Spirit can rest, is not to be attained 
other than by the Hill Difficulty, and the removal! 
of hindrances placed in the path by the enemy 
of souls and of all that concerns the kingdom 
and reign of our Lord Jesus Christ. On this 
account we need constantly to call to remen- 
Vrance the fact and privileges of Unity, enti! 
we come in the Unity of the Faith to one united 
and holy Church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, redeemed out of every kindred 
and tongue and people and nation. The consum- 
mation of this great plan and purpose of God in 
Christ is being surely fulfilled, and through no 
human organisation more effectually than through 
the World's Evangelical Alliance. 


The Nation & the War The Queen's Hall 
Meetings. — Since the last issue of EVANGELICAL 
CHRISTENDOM the central meetings for thanke- 
viving and intercession, at the Queen's Hall, have 
not only been maintained, but the large attend- 
ances and deeply spiritual nature of the gather- 
ings have further emphasised their usefulness 
in the National interest. At such meetings at- 
tendances are bound to finctuate, being 
dependent upon weather and particular seasons 
of the year, when, as at Easter, many are absent 
from London for a longer or shorter period. An 
average of two thousand persons, however, at 
each meeting has been maintained throughou' 
the winter months, and on some occasions the 
OQueen’s Hall has been crowded. On Easter Tues- 


day, April Ind, an Raster Testimony was in- 
cluded, the attendances reaching 2,400, while 
more than one thousand persoms gathered for a 
third and evening meeting, rendered possible 
by the advent of Summer-time, and affording 
opportunity for business men and vounger people 
anable to attend at an earlier hour to cxite their 
thanksgivings aud prayers for Victory and a 
righteous Peace. Recent events in France, and 
fateful weeks and possibly months before as, 
emphasise the importance of these great central 
meetings, and we hope they will continge to 
receive the personal interest and co-operation of 
an ever-widening circle of Christians. We re- 
mind our readers that the next meetings will 
take place at the Queen's Hall (D.V.) on Tues- 
day, May 7th, at II m., and 3p.m. There will 
also be an evening meeting at 6.30 pm., but as 
Queen's Hall is engaged for a concert on that 
evening it will be necessary again to hold the 
evening meeting in the adjoining church of All 
Souls’, Langham-place, kindly lent for the occa- 
sion by the Rector. Early applications for the 
necessary tickets greatly help the responsibili- 
ties of organising these great united meetings. 


The Universal Week of Prayer: Foreiga 
Reports. Despite the fourth year of the War 
there is no evidence of failing interest in the 
observance of the Week of Praver in foreign and 
colonial centres. The Council have received 
some striking reports from distant parts, some 
of which they think should be published, and 
are therefore included elsewhere in this issue of 
KVN CHRISTENDOM, under the special 
title The Round World at Prayer. In some 
cases the letters conveying these reports have 
been accompanied by welcome thankofferings, 
which have been specially acknowledged. We 
thank God for this recognition bv Native 
Churches and Christians, and others in distant 
parts, of the painstaking work and heavy ex- 
penses connected with the annual observance of 
the Universal Week of Prayer organiccd through- 
out the World by the British Organisation of the 
Alliance. How true and practica! is the Union 
which is the outcome of common prayer. In 
that section of its work, which is represented 
by the Universal Week of Praycz, the World's 
Evangelical Alliance is privileged to exercise an 
influence, the measure of which can only be 


taken in eternity. 
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Sir Andrew Wingate, K. C. I. E., on the 
War. — Presiding at the morning meeting at 


the Queen's Hail, on February Sth, Sir Andrew 
Wingate, in a brief address from the chair, made 
the following comments upon some aspects of 
the War, which should be recorded and will be 
read with interest and approval by all :— 

Sir Andrew said: We thank God for these 
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continued meetings for prayer and interces- 
sion. We thank God that He has it into 
the heart of the World's Evangel Alliance, 
and has given it the privilege, to become, as 
: it were, a fountain w streams of united 
flow into many countries of the earth, 
| we feel more and more that the 
prayer of faith is the great instrument by 
which Christ rales the — In Revela- 
„ apparently, all the judgments are pre- 
— one seem to be controlled and inftu- 
enced, by ‘the prayers of the saints.’ 
* dave our King has called us as 
tion to two distinct acts of dedication— 
sobriety, and then ee Twice 
wer trumpets have sou an alarm. 
call the nation did not spring as 
to attention And vet we are sure, 
thankful to His Majesty, that tem- 
has made ra real progress. 
um be thankful, if we are far-sceing 
: and women, because, if we are out to 
he peoples free, how can we ourselves 
ves to drink? And if we claim to aplift 
: beckward races, how can we leave our 
: a lower level of horror and de 
Again, we join with the Archi. 
. y, in his words, in being pro- 
foandly grateful to the King that he has 
| called to 
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prayer; and we give thanks 

that our churches and chapels, on the 6th of 
. andary, were crowded as they have never 
; for many years. Because to us has been 
. given a glorious cause, and the King voiced 
and oar longing for wisdom, and 
for strength, and for spiritual power to carry 
brotherliness and — and truth 
into all the earth. So we look forward to 
great blessing from that day of prayer, the 
6h of January. We needed t cali for 
sobriety, because there are bright davs 
coming when the whole world will look to 
. And we needed the call to 
prayer, because there are dark days upon us. 


— 
+ 
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all sides we seem to feel the sense of 


gravity and seriousness of present events. 
“Two things, I think, have been impressed 
upon us and apon other nations in this War. 
One is the cheerfulness of our men im the 
1 trenches. They have never lost it. The other 
. is the brightness upon the faces of our 
wounded. It never fails. I do not think that 
any other Army can show these qualities in 
equal proportion. We have not a conscript 
Army; the men have gone willingly. A 
chaplain—I dare say vou know the story— 
| bent over a young lad, and said, ‘My dear 
i boy, I see you have lost your arm.” ‘No, 
sir,” with a bright smile, ‘I gave it!’ That 
is the spirit that we need today at home. 


—— 
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| Can we face the troubles that are coming 
| upon us in that nd way in which the men 
u on the battle-field, and the men lying help- 
| less, can take their troubles? Can we get 
' | to the exaltation of sacrifice ?—because it 
seems to me that there is a tension of nerves 
| coming upon us all. These sad queues in 


. the streets, and the lamentable cry of the 
; women as they turn sadly homewards: ‘No 
bacon, mo cheese, no margarine !’—these 
1 things, the daily touch of privation, the 
| thrice-repeated daily pinch hunger, per- 
haps, are more real and serious than we 
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they are trying to do their best. If we think 
they have made blunders, it may be because 
we only think t are blunders because we 
do not know the facts. But if they do make 
blunders, let us have a little — 2 with 
those who are bearing heavy burdens for us. 

“lf the clouds for the moment threaten. 
well, there is great joy too. We cannot but 
feel that after the call to prayer, and before 
the 6th of January, there intervened a won- 
derfal event which probably filled onr 
churches, and that was the deliverance of 
Jerusalem from four centuries of rule of the 
Ottoman Turk, and thirteen centuries of 
Mohammedan domination. It is an 
stirring event, the magnitude of whi we 
cannot grasp at the present moment. But 
it has moved Jewry through all the lands of 
the dispersion, and it has moved us Chris- 
tians to fee] that God's truth is unshakab'e 
and that His Word endureth for ever. We 
approached Jerusalem in @ most remarkable 
way. We canght something of that spirit of 
reverence of the Early Church, and we came 
to Jerusalem, as we might say, with the 
shoes loosed from our feet, and we thank 
General Allenby and those men with him 
for that magnificent example that he has 
given to the whole world. 

“There are some of us who have entered 
somewhat into the spirit that it cost Abraham 
to give his son for a cause he knew not 
what. It has enabled us to enter somewhat 
into the spirit of our God Who ve His 
only Son to do a great work. ere are 
some of us who have lost sons, and only 
sons, in this great War; and there is a spot 
somewhere in God’s earth, a spot that is 
dearer to us than any other spot. There is 
somewhere a place where we shall kneel and 
thank God with tears thet a noble life was 
given for an old and worthless life. And 
there is a spot that is dear to Almighty God, 
upon which the angels have looked th h- 
out all the ages, where the blood of the 
of man was shed for a worthless world. That 
spot is dear to the whole of Heaven, and 
the nations have gone up and down the 
world and have been at ease and at rest, 


‘and have cared not for that . Today 


we are being called by the noble conduct of 
our men at Jerusalem to feel that there is a 
sacredness in the blood of Christ, and that 


meed this call to prayer that 
om this a 
our Men are 
for Australia, and we pray for rica, 
and we pray more than all for the example 
at home. Let us not be continually gros. 
ing and grumbling at those who are trying 
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men have to recognise that there jell a Life, 
and rose again, for a noble cause 
“Has the blood of our sons been shed in 


unity in 


evils | 
of man free the world? Shall 
@ great future God is calling 
ne to great opportunities; God has given us 
great encouragement ; and let us enter these 
rk days, dark days they be, with our 
2 upon the radiance, with our vision upon 
the coming of our Lord with power.” 


The Work of Our ts in Malta and 
North Africa.—We are glad to be able to report 
that the work of the Alliance agents in Malta 
and North Africa continues unhindered. Real 
progress is being made, evidenced by recent 
applications for further supplies of Scripture por- 
tions and tracts, etc., both in Italian and 
Maltese. With the cooperation of the Religious 
Tract Society, to whom the Council have made 
a grant for the purpose, it has been possible to 
publish for the first time a summary of Evan- 
gelical truth in the form of a Catechism printed 
im the Maltese language. Little can be written 
and published concerning the quiet and faithful 
work of such agents as those the Alliance is 
privileged to maintain in Malta, North Africa, 
and other parts ; but the reports, if they could be 
printed, would evidence a real work of God, in 
spite of difficulties peculiar to countries under 
the dominance of Roman Catholicism and super- 
stition of various kinds. Although the Council 
received a letter from Mr. Adam Podin, dated 
from Russia, November 18th last, we have not 
heard from him since. Events in Russia will 
account for a protracted silence, which can only 
be broken through the re-opening of postal facili- 
ties and the improvement of an internal situation 
in Russia too sad for words. We must, and do, 
remember in earnest prayer the hard lof of thou- 
sands of our fellow Christians, both in neutral 
and belligerent countries, who love and serve 
the same Lord Jesus Christ, but are crushed for 
the time being under the weight of events over 
which they have no control. In the letter re- 
ferred to Mr. Podin made reference to his work, 
upon which the blessing of God was resting. He 
had received a cottsignment of tea forwarded by 
the Council many months ago via Vancouver and 
Japan. He stated that the work of the past 
summer had been much blessed, many souls 
having been gathered into the kingdom of God. 
Several war prisoners had been converted, and 
hence those who were enemies in two senses 


turned into brethren im Christ. He speaks of 
a Gospel service with the help of one of car own 
British officers, who bad recently been baptised 
and was proving an emergetic Christian as well 
as a faithfal servant of the State. Mr. Podin’s 
letter was full of hope and cheerfulness, and he 
asked to be remembered to all in England who 
remember him and are praying for him.. We 
have news also of other fellowCbristians in 
Russia safe after the awfal days and scenes of 
the Revolution and subsequent events. 


The Vatican end the War. in our last 
issue we made comments upon the relation of 
the Vatican to the War, and have received 
numerous letters approving these comments and 
offering farther evidence. Our excellent contem- 
porary, The Record of Christian Work, published 
in America, contains a brief note on the same 
subject, which we are constrained to quote, and 
which concerns the influence of the Church of 
Rome in India. In Ireland, Canada, India, and 
elsewhere the same sinister influence is seen and 
realised to be at work. The alliance of the 
Vatican with the Central Powers may be re- 
garded in the light of a definite understanding 
with Germany, prejudicial to the aims and in- 
terests of the Allies, and related to the 
untest and dislovalty evidenced by Roman Catho- 
lics, particulariv in the countries named. The 
note to which we have drawn attention is as 
follows :— 


“It seems to be the policy of the Church 
of Rome to hold back her song in French 
Canada, and also in Ireland to a certain ex- 
tent, from enlistment on the side of the 
Allies. A letter which the Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Bombay has addressed 
to the ecclesiastical heads of the Roman 
Catholic community suggests that the same 
tendency ig at w in India. After stating 
that ‘the Governor in Council is aware that 
the Christians of the Catholic community 
outnamber the total Christians of all other 
sects,’ he goes on: ‘In the present war, 
though other Christian missiong have sup- 
plied recruits, especially to the non-combatant 
corps, the ve not been supplied in any 
organised fashion by the Catholic community. 
Opportunity is now afforded to all, since ser- 
vice in the Auxiliary Corps is of an impor- 
tance only second to that of the Combatant 
Corps. I am to express the hope that the 
missions and the population under your 
spiritual charge will co-operate in providing 
men to meet the great occasion that has 
arisen. If the priests of the congregations 
under the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese will 
render their help it seems likely that valu- 
able results will follow.’ That this tendency 
among Roman Catholics throughout the 
world is more or less pronounced comes ont 
also in newspaper rts. It is stated that 
the disastrous turn events in Italy was to 
a large extent due to the fact that Neapoli- 
tan troops left their places in the line, cheer- 


and women, and boys and girls, of to-day 

will feel that they have been boyght with a 

great lives are of mighty 

value, and t there is great a 

the world before them Will they not rise 

to the occasion and shake off those things 

that have degraded and disgraced our land ? 

Will they not free us from drink, and slums — 
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ing for peace and the Pope, and ing the 
aders to sweep around the 
of the Italian army. Aastralian Catholics 
also have stood in the way of comscr 
as have their co-reli ists in 
Prench Caneds. It is apparent that large 
— of Roman Catholics see in the suc- 
of the Central Powers an undoubted 
— * of papal advantage 
We are constrained to print also the following 
letter which has reached us, dated from Rome. 
March 16th :— 

“As a member of the World's Evangelical 
Alliance and on ever interested reader of 
‘our magazine, I ventare to take ap your 
time for a moment. 

“Pirst, I admire the ability with which you 
resent a subject that could so easily be 
fandled in a banal and fretful spirit. Chris- 
tian courtesy is always with you, and the 
trne evangelical breath also. 

“Next, I am moved to write in order to 
thank on strongly for the paragraph on 
‘The Vatican and the War’ in the last num- 
ber of EVANGELICAL CHRISTEXDOM, page 2). 
It is the situation, fairly and accurately put 
The note on ‘Rome and the Central Powers,’ 
pp. 5-4, is also excellent. Keep this line of 
remark in view, I beg you, in subsequent 
issues it is needed Rome is always hoping 
for a seat at the Peace Conference. The 
Alliance can do untold good bv keeping the 
Reformation issue before ¢ who would 
be repelled by other and less tolerant m- 
terests which spoil a good case by narrow or 
exa rgciated views. 

„Though indeed it is hard not to get hot 
at times. Anvone who cares to seek out the 
facts knows that the Jesuits are the ‘religions’ 
Hans of the world, and have sworn Eng- 
land's destruction by every means in their 

er 

“If von have not seen it, I would com- 
mend ſot vour own use, and not to take 
quite such a line in our Magazine—the pam- 
hiet, ‘Revolution and War; or, Britain's 
‘eril and her Secret Foes,’ by ‘Vigilant’ 
(Stanley Paul, 31, Easex Street, Strand). 
The chapter on Gladstone's Romish policy 
makes sad reading. ‘Vigilant’ must be a 
person of some value, for he has an in- 
forming (and alarming) article on ‘Sinn Fein 
and Germany’ in the Quarterly Review for 
January. 

“Please do not trouble acknowledging this 
letter; it is needless, and von have much 
more important things to do. Rather trv 
and read ‘Vigilant’s’ pamphlet and article— 
both short and easily dicested—if you have 
not done so. The coming battle is surely 
with Rome, and the refusal of the general 
mind to believe in this coming struggle has 
a sad resemblance to our refusal to believe 
in the war with Germany before August 4th, 
1914 

“Mav our God strengthen 88 guide vou in 
every good work.” 


A Splendid Sugeestion.—A writer in 3 


recent issue of The-Life of Faith made the sne- 


gestion that the World's Evangelical Alliance 
should crect or equip a saitable bailding for the 

om and training, after the War, of Evan. 
gelists. He farther suggested that the scheme 
should be commenced now, and be carried out 
as 4 memorial to those who have fallen im the 
service of their King and Country during the 
War. Many such were not only noble soldicr: 
but the sons of Christian parents, who mourn 
their loss. They were themselves too unashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ as being the power of 
God unto their own salvation. Some were de 
tined for the Mission Field and others for the 
Church. “If a man die, shall he live again?” 
How can their testimony for Christ and 
Ilie service on earth, to which they had 
been dedicated and were destined anti! 
cruelly taken from our midst in service on the 
battle-field, be perpetuated better than by the 
raising and training of a noble army of repre- 
sentatives and successors on the lines suggested 
No definite scheme has been formalated at pre 
sent, but consideration of the subject would ix 
helped by the views of our readers, and more 
prectically, if those with available means who 
approve the suggestion would come forward 
with donations sufficient to create a nucleus of, 
say, £5,000, upon which an appeal for a larger 
sum might reasonably be made. The subject 
of evangelisation at home and abroad is one 
which interprets one of the main objects of the 
World's Evangelical Alliance, and by the use 
of the term evangelisation we mean such definite 
and direct testimony to the Word of God and the 
Gospel of Christ as on the day of Pentecost was 
the means of the conversion of thousands. We 
look for the recovery in the Churches of a lost 
enterprise, and in the pulpits of a lost message 
we preach Christ crucified.’’ The greatest 


_ need of the present time is for men, and women 


too, full of sound common sense and overflowin, 
with desire to proclaim to their fellow men and 
women the simple and artless Gospel of the 
grace of God, the only true basis upon which a 
League of Nations or lasting peace can be 
founded and maintained. The World's Evan- 
gelical Alliance has-ideals and schemes held iv 
abeyance owing to the disaster of the war. But 
the suggestion which we have outlined and com- 
mented upon is one which might be carried out 
immediately ; for, whether in war or peace, on 
the battle-field or im the busy city, the message 
of the Gospel and the God-sent messenger are 
greatly needed. 


Missionary Reunions.-The monthly Mis- 
sionaty Reunions, held at the Alliance House on 
the third Thursday, are being continued, and are 
largely attended. On January 17th the afternoon 
was devoted to the consideration of the new situ- 
ation in Spain. Mr. W. McCall presided over 
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a large audience, and in some introductory re 
marks referred to the striking changes that hed 
taken place in Spain during the past fifty „cars, 
and alladed to the growth of opportunity for the 
spread of Scriptural Christianity in that lend, 
He had himself e tm cities and country vil- 
lages the brave and self-denying cents of 
Spanish Evangelical Christians, who constaptly 
faced petty private as well as prilic persecution 
in the maintenance of their faith The Rew. 
Thos. J. Pulwertaft, Secretary of the Spanish and 
Portuguese Church Aid Society—described in de- 
tail the attempts made by Germany to secure the 
attachment of Spanish Christians to ber side. 
Her agents through the head of the Roman 
Catholic religious orders worked on the minds 
of Uleramontenes, and the Roman Bishops were 
promised that a German victory meant the re 
storation of the temporal power of the Papacy. 
This appeal to the traditional spirit of the 
Roman Church in Spain had met with a wide 
response. On the other hand, Germany did not 
neglect the small groups of Spaniards who are 
attached to German Protestant Missions. Imme 
diately on the outbreak of war all arrears af 
stipends were paid, and the heads of the Mission 
offered to welcome and support any evangelical 
work in need of assistance through failure of 
help from other countries. Not a single station 
had come into German hands, for, like all the 
liberal and progressive forces of the kingdom, 
Spanish Evangelicals are strongly on the side 
of the Allies. German : pressure makes iteelf 
felt in every department of Spanish life, and a 
naturally proud and independent people chafes 
under the necessity of bowing to German 
threats. 

Religious liberty is more widespread than it 
has ever been in modern Spain. A strong and 
active branch of the World's Evangelical All- 
ance is in existence, and the Evangelicals are 
taking advantage of their new freedom. The 
most striking feature of their present work i 
the manner in which educated young men and 
women are devoting themselves to holding cot 
tage services and the study of Holy Scripture. 
They realise that they have the duty and privr, 
lege of sharing with their friends and acquaimt 
ances the truth that has made them free. 


On March ist there was an equally large 
attendance, when Mrs. J. H. Harris, one of the 
Organising Secretaries of the Anti-Slavery aod 
Aborigines Protection Society, gave a lecture 
illustrated by lantern slides on Africa, the chair 
being taken by Mr. H. Martyn Gooch. Those 
who were privileged to listen to Mrs. Harris 
vivid account of her travels in Central Africa 
and of efforts for the amelioration of the social 
condition of the native races anticipate with 


pleasure her promise (D.V.) to pay 4 further 
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the Churches. 
By Rev. CHARLES BROWN. 


think the Church has got off lightly during 
this time. I think the Church has been 
dealt with exceedingly faithfully by its 
critics and some of its own members. We 
ought to see the dark side of things. We 
ought not to look with bandaged eyes, as 
G. F. Watts’ picture of Hope“ looks, on 
this world of ours. We ought to be willing 
to see the ugly things, the hideous things, 
the appalling side of war, the vices of our 
nation, the defects of the Church ; and then 
to remember, when we have seen all these 
things, that we have only seen a part. If 
we only look at this side we do not see the 
truth. I would say with Browning, See 
all and trust God.“ Then I would say 
with Tennyson, A truth which is half a 
truth is ever the blackest of lies. 

There are other things that we must look 
at and remind ourselves of. You must cer- 
tainly see Ahab and Jezebel and the priests 
of Baal. But you must see the seven thou- 
sand who have never bowed the knee to 
Baal, and the lips that have not kissed him, 
or else you will be under the juniper tree, 
and you will lose faith, and the nerve of 
service will be cut, and enthusiasm will 
pass away. Do you want to see the seamy 
side? Of course you must. But see also 
that side where the pattern is being woven 
in God’s infinite wisdom. You must see 
the furnace into which your lads are going, 
in which men and women are. But you 
must see what the purifying process of the 
furnace works in life, in the life of the 
Church and the life of the nation. 


I want, if I may, to indicate one or two 
things which ought to afford us solid com- 
fort this afternoon in the midst of these 
dark shadows. First of all, I think, we 
must keep steadily in view the absolute 
rightcousness of our cause. We must never 
lose sight of that. It has never been easy 


to get right done and get wrong over- 
thrown. 


All through life I see a Cross, 


Where sons of God yield up their 
breath ; 


There is no gain except by loss, 
There is no life except by death. 
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It is not by waving some magician’s wand, 
but by sacrifice and sorrow, that right comes 
and wrong is overthrown, and we must keep 
in view the inevitability of this great cause. 


Church. Many people are blind to the 
great benefits that are flowing from the 
Church to the Nation. trast fads Whe 
belong to our churches, and are fighting our 
battles, for the verdict on the work of the 
Church—I mean the lads who know the 
Church, who know our sweet fellowships 
and our sacred service. Out from the 
Church there is flowing a healing river, as 
from the threshold of Ezekiel’s temple. We 
are bearing one another’s burdens, and we 
are helping to bear the burdens of the 
Nation. I see a marvellous response to 
every appeal made to Christian people in 
these days. When the cost of living is more 
than doubled I see people who are never 
slack to respond to an appeal for any work 
of God among men. I take the great cause 
of Foreign Missions. When the war broke 
out in 1914 it was my first concern. I 
thought the work amongst Heathen and 
Mohammedan peoples would suffer. I had 
a friend who was a German-Swiss, a good 
man with a serious twistin him. He wrote 
a letter to me, a long letter, pointing out 
that “ the whole blame Sor this war rested 
on the 7 vith 
jealousy ¢ 
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for the faith of the Church in 
as demonstrated by our support 
Missions, which is a test of the Church's 
health, as I take it. 

I am thankful for what I can see of the 
groping after a closer unity among Chris- 
tian people. I know we are among the 
shadows yet, that there are a great many 
clouds about and a great many prejudices. 
But I do believe we are coming to the time 
when everybody who follows the voice of 
the Lord Jesus the Good Shepherd will be 
recognised as a member of the Flock; and 
when who can cast out demons 
in the name of Christ will be recognised as 
an authorised worker. We are coming 
nearer to that time. Christian charity is in- 
creasing. Thank God for it. Denomina- 
tional barriers are being lowered and 
broken ; breaches are being made in them, 
and we realise that everybody who worships 
Jesus Christ as God manifest in the flesh, 
and seeks humbly to follow Him, should be 
reckoned a member of His Church. 


I think I can see another thing. I think 
I can see signs of the breakdown of Material- 
ism, far more signs than I could see five or 
six years ago. I believe that , to use 
a colloquialism, will be fed up“ with 
Materialism, that they will come to trust 
less in material force, and material wealth, 
and material pleasure, which they were fol- 
lowing after and trusting in. You take 
two strange cults that distress and perplex 
Christian people now, with all theig attend- 
ant evils and errors and “dangers—¥ 
Christian Science and Sp 
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is a word of exhortation that I bring you. 
I have been pointing out those things that 
ive to me some amount of encouragement 
n these dark days. What I want you to 
believe in, to cultivate your faith in, and 
your hope in, and your assurance in, is the 
ultimate and complete triumph in Jesus 
Christ. Do belicve in the truth expressed in 

Silvester Horuc's hymn— 


Sing we the King who is coming to reign, 
Glory to Jesus, the Lamb that was slain ; 
Life and salvation His empire doth bring, 
Joy to the nations when Jesus is King 


If I may venture on such a delicate and 
dificult subject, there is considerable con- 
flict of opinion among cqually devoted 
Christian ple as to the Second Advent 
of — Lord, and there are some 
harder things than I like to hear said by 
one set of people about another set of 
people, namely, about those who cannot be- 
lieve in a physically visible Appearing of 
Christ. Among all these differences let us 
look for the point of unitv. and the point of 
unity is this—that Jesus Christ our Lord is 


coming to be King, is coming to this world 


to reign. That was the vision that gleamed 
before the cyes of apostles and prophets. 
He shall see of the travail of His soul and 
be satisfied." He shall not fail nor be 
discouraged till He hath set judgment in the 
earth ; and the isles shall wait for His law“ 
He must reign till He hath put all enemies 
under His feet. In the name of Jesus 
every kpee shall bow. Sing with all your 
hearts, 


Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run, 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.”’ 


I think of the exile in Patmos ; I think of 
his wonderful visions in as dark a day as 
this, when the great military power of Rome 
was threatening everything. He saw the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, and he 
heard that great chorus, like the sound of 
many waters, ‘‘Hallelujah! for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth. The kingdoms 


‘Of this world are become the kingdoms of 


our God and of His Christ; and He shall 
reign for ever and ever. King of kings, 
and Lord of lords. He shall reign for ever 
and ever. Build everything on that. I 
have nothing better to do, with the sound of 
war in my cars, than to preach Jesus Chris:, 
the only Hope for humanity, the only 
Saviour of the world, to exhort people to 
take refuge in Him. I say unfalteringly— 


My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 

All other ground is sinking sand. 


Believe in Him to-day, believe in His uni- 
versal triumph, and go forward to serve, to 
bear your witness and to suffer for His sake; 
loyal to Him in the darkness and in the 
light, believing that His kingdom will come, 
and that all lands and all hearts shall be 
brought into glad submission to Mis saving 
grace and His authority. 
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A Visit to the Western Front. 


SOME IMPRESSIONS. 
By HENRY MARTYN GOOCH. 


Turovucn the courtesy and by arrange- 
ment of the Foreign Office I have been 
privileged to pay a visit to the desolated war 
zone in France and Flanders, my tour of 
inspection covering a battle-line of some 
500 miles, stretching from, and beyond, 
Calais, Ypres, Arras, and areas comprised. 

commencement, since my visit, of a 
desperate, and, it may be hoped, last great 
offensive on the part of the enemy will, we 
may hope, end in failure, for I am 
proudly and profoundly convinced on 
spiritual and moral grounds that victory, 
be it immediate or deferred, is reserved for 
the contemptible“ British Army of 1914, 
now grown, in France and elsewhere, to 
fulness of stature and strength, in company 
with her glorious Allies. 

It may be, we cannot yet tell, that the 
ultimate failure of the plans of the German 
Higher Command, with the slaughter and 
rivers of blood which must continue 
to accompany their fulfilment, may 
eventually end in contingent failure 
on the part of German officers to rally 
their men for further slaughter; and 
as the news leaks out, the already loud out- 
cry of the German people, suffering un- 
paralleled want and misery, and under the 
iron heel of unscrupulous militarism, may 
become a clamour, a canaille leading to 
revolution. Whatever the course of near 
events and the results, in so far as I was 
able to come into contact with the trenches, 
I found our men uniformly cheerful, hope- 
ful, eager. From Sir Douglas Haig down- 
wards thev are led by those whose courage 
is backed by the strong conviction that the 
Right must win. They need and must con- 
tinue to have our prayers, directed to the 
Source from which flowed the providential 
happenings at Mons and the Marne and 
other deliverances, on sea and land and in 
the air, during the past three and a half 


years. 
God and the War. 


It is my deep conviction that the war 
would have been over before now if the 
nation had been led to realise to a greater 
extent that in this war God matters 
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supremely. As Canon Burroughs hes 
pointed out, “If God ts being left out of our 
national calculations, then our one supreme 
duty, whether as Christians or patriots, is 
to cry aloud and spare not, to leave no stone 
unturned, until our Government and people 
face the fact which alone can save us 
Somewhere in France, battalions, divi- 
sions, armies of our boys, alongside Ameri- 
can, French, and Belgian comrades, are 
scttling the destiny of nations, the future 
for good or ill of humanity, the world. T 
need our sustained prayers to Almighty ‘ 
as do our Government at home. Abraham 
Lincoln, when bearing a burden infinitely 
less than rests upon our War Cabinet, and 
issues which concerned a people rather than 
the destiny of the world, is said to have 
uttered these words — I have been driven 
many times fo my knees by the overwhelm- 
ing conviction that I had nowhere else to 
go: my own wisdom and that of all around 
me seemed insufficient for the day. 


The Red Triangle. 


Returning to my travels and experiences, 
the cross-Channel passage in wartime is an 
interesting onc, especially if the weather, as 
during my trip, happens to be rough! I 
recall a conversation with an officer during 
the trip across, in which we both agreed that 
many do not know, and therefore do not 
fully apprectate, all we owe to the Navy for 
the securitv in which we live at home, and 
the comparative safety, even in war-time, 
with which we travel abroad. As I paced 
the deck of the boat I was greeted by name, 
delighted to mect a well-known Presbyterian 
minister, one of many of all denominations 
who have responded to the call of the war 
by temporarily relinquishing their pastorate 
for work in France or elsewhere. In this 
case my friend was bound for Calais and the 
service of the Red Triangle, that extraordin- 
ary combination of war work under the aus- 
pices of the Y.M.C.A. which has rendered it 
possible for our boys in the camps either at 
home or abroad to find friendship, fellow- 
ship, and the benefits of home surroundings. 
Walking through the trenches, Somewhere 
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in France, with the German lines not very 
far away, I turned a corner, and faced the 
fa:siliar Red Triangle, pointing the way to a 
“dug-out” and a home from home even in 
front-line trenches. 


Ceoascription for Ireland.” 

e travelled to France a party of six, 
five of whom were Irish, a deputation from 
the Dublin Recruiting Committee, which 
included Sir Andrew Horne, the well-known 
Dublin physician, and others with whom 
it was a pleasure to spend the days occupied 
in visiting France and Flanders. At the 
chateau where we were so hospitably enter- 
tained we had opportunities for conversation 
om many topics, not the least important 
conscription for Ireland, and I can assure 
the Government that they will be doing the 
right and a good thing for Ireland to * 
the Military Service Acts férthwith. 
decision would bring some thousands of 
loyal and sturdy Irishmen to the colours 
under voluntary conditions, and under com- 
pulsion 200,000 recruits at least, the 
majority of whom would gladly welcome thc 
opportunity to do their bit and the avoid- 
ance of having no share in safe-guarding the 
destinies of the Empire, threatened by an 
unscrupulous and powerful encmy. 

Ypres and German Hate. 

Our first visit. of inspection, a journey of 
some thirty-five miles by motor-car, brought 
us through Poperinghe to Ypres. It would 
be well if all pacifists and conscientious ob- 
jectors could be taken to Ypres (those who 
find any difficulty in pronouncing the name 
may safely speak of Wipers!) On a 
memorable Sunday I stood in the midst of 
the ruins of Ypres, gazed at the remains of 
its once beautiful and famous Cloth Hall, 
and wandered over the desolated area which 
once held its stately Cathedral. Nothing re- 


mains but ruins, nor has the savagery and 


been confined to public buildings: I failed 
to see a single house undamaged. Before 
the war Ypres was a flourishing Belgian 
town of some 18,000 inhabitants. To-day 
it is a heap of ruins in the occupation of 
British troops, no civilian, Belgian or other- 


Since this parag 
Man-Power Bill has 
scription in Ireland. 


was written. the new Government 
introduced providing for Com- 
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bouts of hate, the Hun still pours shells, gas 
and otherwise, into the town, and during 
my visit we were obliged to carry gas masks 
slung ready for emergency over our 
shoulders, the use of which had been the 
object of a ial gas drill before we left 
the chateau the morning. It is to the 
imperishable glory of the Canadians that 
Ypres has never yet received the impress of 
German feet, and, I believe it is safe to say, 
never will. It bars the road to Calais, and 
enshrines the precious dust of many of noble 
birth and others no less patriotic who have 
fallen in the service of King and Country. 
Amidst the ruins and desolation we came 
across what was once the cemetery. Here 
friend and foe alike are buried, and as I 
stood by the silent graves with bared head, 
reading the names and inscriptions, I could 
but contrast the temporal with the eternal, 
the only relaxation for the righteous anger 
which must fill any thoughtful mind as it 
looks around upon such a scene as Ypres 
ts. And just at the very edge of the 

ial ground, almost hidden by the broken 
remains of what had once been a Belgian 
tombstone, I espicd a snowdrop, the promise 
of resurrection hereafter as of glad spring- 
time here. Reverently I picked the flower 
and brought it home. If a man die, shall 
he live again? In the works of Nature and 
the Book of Grace we have the answer, 0 
death, where is thy sting? O grave; where 
is thy victory: but thanks be to God Who 


giveth us the victory through our Lord 


Jesus Christ. 


At the Firing Line. 


Beyond Vpres is the firing line, whither 
we were taken. I am not permitted to dis- 
close places, nor is it necessary. On the 
road we turned aside to mount an eminence, 
from whence we surveved the country 
round, including towns behind the German 
lines. One is disillusioned on a first visit 
to the fighting front. Impressions gathered 


at home from the study of maps and the 


reading of newspapers give place to things 
as they are, and nothing impressed me more 
as I stood near the fighting front than the 
fact of budding shrubs, the trickle of 
streams, even the note of birds within dis- 
tance measured by little more than yards 
from the enemy trenches. Our artillery 
was barking intermittently, firing high ex- 
plosive shells beyond No Man’s Land into 
the enemy lines. Yet nearer we came to 
the German lines: 500 yards away enemy 
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shells were dropping, and one inspected his 
ges mask and forgave his enemies! But it 
was nothing serious, the afternoon strafe, 
gossip between the two fronts, minus the cus- 
tomary cupoftea. Since I stood at the spot 
described the papers have reported intense 
artillery fire there, and one can easily 
imagine how soon the comparative quict of 
a front line may be turned into an inferno 
deciding great issues and the question of 
victory or defeat. It was a strange Sun- 
day, that visit to Ypres and the fighting 
front beyond, but I saw sights and heard 
sermons the like of which one cannot ac- 
quire at home in the pew. I would many 
others could see the same sights and hear 
the same sermons. 


Arras and German Kultur.“ 


If those who have a good word to say for 
the Hun (at the front he is known as the 
Boche) could stand in the centre of Arras, 
bencath the ruined walls of its cathedral, 
they would change their minds. If they 
could speak with the brave French lady, 
who, despite its baptism of shells and Ger- 
man hate, has never left her house in Arras, 
with its upper storeys demolished, they 
would vow vengeance. Every dwelling- 
house in this once flourishing city has suf- 
fered the penalty of German hate. I once 
stood in the midst of the ruins of Messina, 
where some 90,000 souls perished through 
the great earthquake, and was impressed 
but Arras beggars description. The autho- 
rities have placed large printed notices in 
front of the ruins of the Town Hall and the 
Cathedral, requesting that nothing be 
touched or removed, as it is intended to 
allow the ruins to remain as a silent witness 
to the savagery of German hate and war- 


fare. 
In Froat-Line Trenches. 


We could not stay long in Arras, being 
bound for the front-line trenches before 
Lens. Here one left the car and entered 
upon a scene of desolation and destruction 
surpassing that of the ruined cities in the 
rear. The Vimy Ridge, skirted en 
route, is a scene of desolation which even 
an earthquake could not rival. It is one 
great expanse of craters, shell-holes, barbed- 
wire entanglements, implements of war, in- 
cluding many ‘‘duds’’ or unexploded shells 
of all sizes, and in the midst of it all little 
gtaves, with their meat white crosses. 
Higher up is a wooden monument and cross 
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to the memory of those who fell ir the en- 
gagements which left the ridge and parts 
beyond in our hands. Close by is the 
higher ground of Notre Dame de Lorette, 
where the French lost many thousands in 
redeeming the hill. All around tells of the 
works of the devil and cries of the coming 
of the King of Peace, Who alone can estab 
lish peace. Beyond the ridge we walked 
through miles of trenches, leading towards 
the German lines, passing on our way brave 
sons of mothers in England and elsewhere, 
all with smiling faces. As it was late in the 
afternoon, there were evidences of tea in the 
trenches, including appetising butter and 
jam, the sight of which did one good. 


Pill-boxes and Dug-ovts. 


I saw in this region samples of the Ger- 
man ‘‘pill-boxes’’ and deep dug-outs, 
down which it is customary, I believe, after 
their capture, and the refusal of the Boches 
of the invitation to come out, to roll a plum 
pudding, a particular form of bomb, which 
hastens their exit—to regions beyond. Such 
“‘dug-outs’’ as have not been so destroyed 
form admirable shelter for our own men, 
and I inspected some which, beyond two 
flights of quite palatial-looking steps, led to 
cunning little chambers, with ing 
berths, where one could get more than forty 
winks despite shot and shell outside. These 
trenches are wonderful things, but more 
wonderful are the men who occupy them. 
God bless and protect every son of Britain, 
not only before Lens, but in the trenches 
from end to end of our far-flung battle- line 
Overhead our aeroplanes were spotting the 
enemy's position, a fact of which he was 
aware, for little puffs of white smoke told of 
German anti-aircraft guns; and all the time 
the crack-crack of the machine-guns, the 


booming of artillery, and the occasional 


dropping, none tog far away, of enemy 
shells told of a ceaseless vigil and activity. 
On our return journey we nearly lost our 


way ; and at one time, being an old Alpine. 


climber, I had anticipations of a night on 
the Vimy Ridge and its desolate battlefield, 
for the wilderness created by the rain of 
shell-fire has obliterated land marks and all 
traces of once small villages or roads. We 
eventually joined our motor-cars, and the 


two hours’ journey by road back to the 


chateau afforded time for mutual exchange 
of experiences and reflections upon the 
thrilling sights we had seen ; not the least 
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truth or essential falsche, and we are now 
faced by the claim of Epiecopacy to be en- 
tially mecessary to the possession of a trac mini- 
try. “Amd we feel that the theory of the Cherch 


which makes epi ordination : 
for all who X - the Divine mysteries 


are 
at least one of the signatories that all t 
are expected to act on the assum that Epts- 
copal ordination is requisite for due perform. 
Christian Minister. It is 


Synodal Government. A 
the fact forward in all their books as essen- 
tial for t — of and 
* non-episc 
ministers and Churches may be recognised, thev 
are “rebels against a Divine Law.” 

In the discussion that is in progress through- 
out the Church of England to-day on the ques- 
self-government, “rights inherent 
t piscopate”™ occupy a foremost position. No 
one has defined ~ one @ a way that can be con- 
sidered authoritative. The Episcopate claims a 
“Jas Litargicum,” or power framing services 
other than those in the Book of Common Prayer 
—withoat any lay consent. In fact, the rights 
supposed to be inherent in the Epi te by 
the ancient common law of the Church are of 
such a character that they may very casily over- 
rule what is euphemistically called a constitu- 
tional form as regards methods of election and 
government after election. 

Admit a fact, and you do not necessarily ad- 
mit a theory, But you cannot possibly isolate a 
fact that is in ice in a living organism 
without associating with it the theory that is 
implied in its working. We do not live in vacuo; 
we live in a world where “facts” carry with them 
a definite connotation when * are seen to be 
essential factors om which the organisation of 
which they form part is held to depend for its 


life on their possession. This is our objection to 
eie. ognition of the 
Historic Episcopate as an essential of Christian 


unity. Everythi depends on what the word 
“fact”. implies. We acknowledge that Episco- 
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Minister or La 


Those who plead for the edmission of “facts” 


theories as a necessary part of the 
“facts.” we were striving to reassert the 
irit of the isation of the first and second 


century Church in the atmosphere of that 
Church, the path to Union through the aniver- 
sal acceptance of the Episcopate would be casyr. 
To<lay we are living under different con- 
ditions. We have the “fact” Episcopacy in 
the Roman and Greek Churches, we have the 
“fact” of Rpiscopacy in the Churches of South 
Africa and Ireland, as well as in the Charch of 
Kugland, and all are associated with theories 
that are by mo means identical, Until we have 
some means of arriving at a concordat ag to 
what the fact really means, we do not be- 
lieve that when it comes to real practical st 

to unity the findings of the Faith and Order Sa 
Committee will lead as very far. 

We are convinced that we can gain a far 
deeper and more abiding union by insisting on 
the truth taught by Christ exemplified in a 
spirit of love among the brethren of the Lord, 
than by making any ＋ of Church Organisa- 
tion a vital part of the mind of Christ in con- 
nection with the work of His Spirit. To do so 
is to go beyond the revelation of God in Holy 
Scripture and to place on externals a value that 
is only possessed the worship of God and the 
following of the Master in Spirit and in Truth. 
We cannot be true to Him and forget His teach- 
ing. The World’s Evangelical Alliance holds as 
strongly as the tories to the report the need 
of visible unity, Owl that unity does not depend 
on the adoption of d common organisation as 
much as on the manifestation of a common spirit 
of loyalty to the Person and Truth of 7.7 


| EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
we can 
ü his “necessity” from the writings of some of the 
Report of the Sab- Committee 
+ uch is made of the fact that no theory of the Wannen. — 
e he inh and holds as the most ancient and 
those who are ordained the Charch of Eng- widespread in Christendom. But contemporary 
“theories” of Episcopecy which are those 
adopted by the dominant party in that Church 
ö that are, in our opinion. entirely opposed to the 
of the Church of England. [It is held irrespec- 
1 tive of any manner of election and form of 
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The Inadequacy Pre-War 


On persistent intercessions mean that we be- 
lieve that this Wer is God's problem, and that 
we heave faith in His wisdom to solve all the 
difficalties that are centred therein. And if we 
are to remain confident in our hope of God's 
solation of all such , we ourselves must 
regard aright the religious significance of this 
world-travail. So I am going to ak to you 
about the Inadequacy of Pre-War Keligion ; be- 
cause these sovereignties which ultimately became 
respomsible for ipitating this world-crisia 
were made possible by the sway of a« religion in 
that has proved its ina Not only 
did it fail to control these evil-docrs in the pur- 
their designs, but there have been at the 
Eu life a religion totally imade- 
of civilization, not to speak 
of the securing of safegeards of civilization. 
It is very important that we should realise this; 
because unless the isemes of this War are pro- 
foundly religious, we are cherishing a false hope 
in contemplating an ab'ding peece. 

In our imtercessions, we are not only asking 
God for victory—He knows how tw give that, 
and will; God never is behind His time—bat 
showing that we still believe in the infallibilit 
af „ It would have been a good thing 11 
Rarope had Coogee a spurious faith in the in- 

of man for real faith in the infallibili_y 
We are not pleading with a God Who 
as a in the aniverse. We know 
tha His place: “Jesus we know, 
and He is on the throne.” He is not ask ng that 
hemanity shall classify Him. Europe is as it is 
to-day because Europe would not have God. 
Religion wos regarded as an casy-going option. 
A man had the audacity to suggest to me a little 
while ago that church for some was just 
— 1 @ public-house for others; it very 2 — 

erence. A staggering propose make 

I pan we see that belief in Jesus Christ is 
not an option, it is an absolute necessity; that 
as Canon Burroughs has so cloqeently sa rested 
—the world beginning to see that it will really 
pay the world to be Christian. 

So the first lesson we learn is this: That in 
i victory we are asking that God, Who 


beck of ropean 
quate for the build 


are only from the 
rmans because t have turned out 


to be undesirable „Ie praying that we 
may be delivered from the hell of Prussianism, 
so that we may have the of Christ's sover- 
eignty in the earth. I thin Great Britain sees 
that the prayer for victory is something infinite! 

more than immunity from the devilry of ev 
ty our prayer for victory wi 
alao become a desire for God—not as en em- 
barrassment, but as our glory ; 
We see the of pre-War religion if 
we look upon some its national products. 
German nationalism outbuilt God, and risked its 
empire in world-<dominion. Believing in God as 
I do, I believe that the-nation that outbuilt 
God is doomed to fall. Bat we need to learn our 
lesson. For even Great Britain „ much 
enamoured of Germany before the War. There 
was no like Germany for visits before the 
War. r Town Councillors, even those who 
were not drawing large salaries, saved up enough 

; to visit Germany to see how they 

things err, They compared England with 
Germany. We were all very Germany. 
We are told that “even Lord Northcliffe’s news- 
papers were rently withont suspicion down 
to as late as ober 17, 1918, when one of them 
aid: We all acknowledge the Kaiser as a very 
gallant gentleman, whose word is better than 
many another's bond, a guest whom we are 
always glad to welcome and sorry to lose, a ruler 
whose ambitions for his own people ste founded 
on as good right as our on. People went to 
Germany to finish their education. I do not wish 
to be sarcastic, but our ministers went there to 
finish their edacation some of them were 
finished altogether. They came back with a re- 
edited Bible; there were many valuable chapters 
missing from it; on the authority of German 
critics, we were told that we might seven 
savings of Jesus as being authoriteafive. Many 
e had a readier preference for ecke 


“Riddle of the Universe” than for the prolowuc 


of John’s Gospel. 
‘hat has all this meent? German shown 
ithout 
were 
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tragic inadequacy, we in our churches must be- 
lieve in prayer becamse we believe in God. We 
mest tern our sttention more passionately to 
blic worship on wet Sende as on fine 
ve. The world dows tot believe in your wen- 
gion Wf it ie a matter of weather. When the 
wottd knows that Christians are unable any 
longer to attend the mid-week worship and 
prayer-meeting because the night fixed ha 
to clash with their weekly social fanction, nor 


be surprised if ultimately the outside the 
churches reckon that that kind of religi is 
discredited. Our only hope is in a t 


cnongh to solve our problems. I am not secking 
a Deity Who is to be reduced to the proportions 
of men’s minds. If Higher Critics are not able 
to see the glory of Christ, in the name of Ratian- 
Altem, let them mot say that there is no Deity 
here. We are not seeking a Sevioer Whose 
mysteries can be full, and finally explicated; we 
are seeking a Christ Who is big enough to save 
—and that demands Deity. I can do with a little 
and an heroic Christ if I have no sin to be saved 
from; bat when I know my sin, I know my need 
of the Deity in Christ to save. Yes, end this 
means that we must have a great Christ in our 
religion to-day; not One Who has been vaguely 
called a Soctelist of a great Labour-leader. 
Nothing else will do bat this confession of the 
needy soul: “Thou art the Curist, the Son of 
the Living God.” 

As I see Christ in the house of Simon the 
leper, I see those who are read to criticise Him: 
“Look, there is not a single religious leader with 
Him; He is in the house of a leper.” And they 
took counsel together to ‘eat af 
way! The man who sold jesus for five pounds 
sterling thought he was doing well. 
completely outwitted by the woman who spent 
fifteen pounds on a box of precious ointment, 
and poured it upon Him in a simple act of 
—— eus saw that. e said: 
* resoever this is preached, this thi 
that this woman hath done shall be told ior 
her — because illastrates what 

umanity is going to carry on through the : 
that by My Spirit and power the acts end the 
deeds of My adoring lovers will completely out- 
wit doings of My foes. That is our trust 
„ You ask me: Cen Kaiseriem survive this 
ar 


But he was 


Let Dr. Kelman give one answer from . 


dying out 
amd Seave him ; I held up his head 
above the water till he died. , 


Christ. What is the one great hope of the =? 


does anyone think that that ts going to be accom- 
plished without the sovereignty of ests? Whet 
guarantee is there that you will have a League 
of Nations safeguarding the world's peace, un- 
less the heart of haman:ity becomes the throne of 
the Prince of Peace? Do not for a moment trust 
even war to end the War. Only God can do 
that. We in England must give the lead. 
Milton, in one of his pregnant phrases, said: 
“Let not England forget her precedence in 
teaching the nations how to live.” Pitt said : 
“England has saved herself by ber exertion, and 
will, I trust, save Europe by her example.“ The 
world need Great Britain to be Great Britain 
to<iey. It is necessary for the honoer of God 
in the corth that Great Britain be true to herself 
and to God. God has made us mighty in spite 
of our sins. And if von ask the secret of our 


basic tas, John Richard Green has en- 
lai it: “Im the reign of Blizabeth, Eu 
the 


It is going to be a bed thing for Great Britain 
if the multitade of our — take their reli- 


gious teaching from the Sunday picture-papers 
and neglect the Bible. The e who do not 
attend our churches remain outs de because they 


know if they accept the teaching of that Book 
they must come to Christ for a new heart and « 
new nature. Great Britain’s hope is in the 
Christ alone. And if the world is going to be 
saved, the world’s heart most be true to God. 
And I pray that this Great Britain of ours may 
be so true to Him that it shall be seid in answer 
to our prayers: “And nations that knew not 


his once at the Front. “I was alone im the 
at four o'clock im the morming. 
1 A boy came in bay wounded, and as be stood 
with his arm round my neck, I said to him, 
‘Laddie, why have you been so long coming im?’ 
‘Oh, sir,’ he said, ‘I've been busy.’ ‘What have 
you been laddic ?" ‘Oh, sir, my mate Was 
| — we 
i 
| 
“hh 
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The Round World at 


ALTHOUGH for reasons already explained 
we are unable to include in EVANGELICAL 
Curistenpom full reports received from 
home and foreign centres concerning the 
observance of the Universal Week of Prayer, 
the recent arrival of particularly encourag- 
ing reports from distant parts leads us to 
quote therefrom. The following extracts 
will not only evidence the far-reaching in- 
fluence and efforts of the World’s Evangcli- 
cal Alliance, undisturbed by a world War, 
but manifest the thoroughness with which, 
akhough often unobserved, it is linking 
around the world a chain of fellowship in 
prayer, leading on towards Christian Unity. 


Writing from Chefoo, N. China, on Janu- 
ary 17th, Rev. A. H. Faers reports— 
“I have ure in enclosing the First on De- 


mand for . d., being the result of the col- 
lection taken on the last day of this year’s Week 
of Prayer. 


“You will be able to gauge from this that we 
have hed a very successful week; the meetings 
— first to last a — attended, and the 

terest deepened as t ys passed by. 

“The meetings were led by members of the 
Church of England, the American Presbyterien 
and Baptist Missions, and the C.1.M., so that 
we ere getting into line here nicely. Oh! that 
the day may soon dawn when alf such differ- 
ences may be swept away and we may truly be. 
im every sense of word, ‘One in Christ Jesus.’ 
for although outwardly we are able thus to meet 

r and enjoy the leadership of other sec- 
tions of the Church beside our own, there still 
remains moch to be desired in this connection, 
and for that day we long. We preise Ged for 
all and the World’, Evangelical Alliance 
are doing to hasten this consummation, and pra; 
that soon such a dav nia daun.“ 


Writing from the London Missionary 
Society, Malua, Samoa, on January 5th, 
1918, Rev. J. W. Hills says 


“I am enclosing copy of the Subjects for 
Prayer in Samoan as usual. 
“Living as we do in an ‘occupied territory,’ 
we are deeply interested in the settlement which 
comes after this terrible upset in the world. 
We are deeply grateful to God that our work 
«an be carried on as usual, and that our people 
are gradually learning the true meaning of this 
world struggle. We cannot but feel that this 
interest in the outside world will all tend to the 
building up of the Samoan Church and the clari- 
fying -of their minds om the principles of our 
ristian faith, and will end in their taking their 
place in the Church Universal. 
“Outwardly the Samoan Church has had a year 
-of great prosperity. Im addition to the upkeep 
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of the Native Ministry, apwatds cf £9,000 have 
been coutribated by the people to sustatz all the 
religious agencies at work in these and the 
neighbouring islands in this vast Pacific. 

. “Bat we are hoping and praying for the 
spiritual blessings which will effectiv. Utils 
splendid effort on their part.” 


The Rev. E. J. Stobo, Hon. Secretary of 


the Quebec Bible Society, writes on January 


12th, 1918 


Though the weather has heen very severe, 
our sermes of meetings were largely attended 
amd an excellent spirit was manifested. We ail 
grieve over the gment of the sed War, and 
pray that a speedy, righteous, and — 
peace may be secured to the Glory of Christ 
the good of mankind. : 

“Our office-bearers for the vear are the Rev. 
I. Couch, M.A., B.D., President, 21, Heplanade, 
City; Rev. 8. J. MacArthur, M.A., D., , St. 
Ureale Street, City; and the Rev. F. J. Btobo, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 1, Aberdeen Street, City. 

“Please find enclosed a Money Order for the 
aum of $14.50, to be credited as follows :— 
Society's donation, $10.00; for Programmes, 
$2.00; Personal Subscription, $2.50." 


We rejcice in this report, not only be- 
cause it evidences the hearty and continued 
fellowship of Canada in the important aims 
and objects of the Alliance, but on account 
of the writer, who, although in advancing 
years of age, is enabled to continue his warm 
interest and co-operation in the work of 
the Alliance. We trust Mr. Stobo may be 
spared to rejoice with us in the dawn of 
Peace, and look forward to greeting him 
and other Quebec friends thereafter. 


Another warm friend of the Alliance in 
Canada, Mr. Seneca Jones, of Hamilton, 
writes on January 29th :— 


“IT have pleasure in enclosing herewith, from 
this city, the result of the contributions during 
the Week of Prayer, less a proportion orginally 
agreed upon by the Ministerial Associaticn to 
be given to Red Cross Work. The amount of 
the draft herewith is £6 10s. 

“As Treasurer at Hamilton for the last twenty- 
twa/ years, I am glad to be able once more to be 
of some assistance in your work. It is with a 
great deal of regret, however, that I have to tell 
vou that my health has ‘ailed to a very con- 


_ giderable extent during the last year, and on 


this account I may not be able to continue my 
efforts in behalf of your organisation; so that if 
you do not hear from me again next year, you 
will understand the reason. I will be seventy- 
eight next May. 

“With every good wish for the continued suc- 
‘cess of your work.” | 
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From Vancouver, B.C., Canada, the Rev. 
Chas. Thomson, of the CI. M., writes :— 


“Few of the Vancoever Cherches took pert in 
the Wer of Prayer, and, im view of the fact thar 
there mever wae « need for United 


“You will be glad to hear that we were able 
this vear to have meetings for the Week of 
Praver with the Presbyterians. : 

“They came to use—that is to say, their Min- 
ister, Mr. Paterson, came to one mecting and 
presided in our Chapel. This never occurred 
before in this Week, and we are glad it could 
de. 

“This is a very difficult place to get English 

e to such mectings, bat several came. 


“We hed a meeting every day et 8 p.m. The 


weather was bed in the first part of the week, 
but better afterwards. 

“The work here progresses: well. Our Sunday 
morning Portugucse service is crowded out.” 


From the London Missionary Society, 
Fianarantsoa, Madagascar, Rev. H. T. 
Johnson writes, on January 12th :— 


I have pleasure in forwarding {1 Is. d.. 
being the collection taken at one of our meect- 
ings this week in connection with Week for 
Universal Prayer.’ 

“We have not received any programme from 
you, but we followed the lines of previous years. 
We 222 that you either sent it and it wes 
lost vessel sunk en route, or that you are 
saving printing expenses at headquarters. Then, 
too, we have riot received for the year the 
EVANGELICAL CHRISTEXDOM. We always enjoyed 
reading it, and I sent it round to the mission- 
aries living th bout this Betsiles Province. 

“You 1 be glad to know that we have had 
well-attended — r all through the week in 
Fianarentsoa, when missionaries of the three 
Societies—London Missionary Society, Norwegian 
Missionary Society, and the Paris Missionary 
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their reapective Charches have 
| im thie Week of Prayer. The very 

of the serioes times in which we 

the sorrow, atxictr, and disenion caused by the 
War, have intensified the longing for ited 
prayer, and have certainly brought an inspiration 


—Uä are most fervent m their desire 
for peace. 


be anewered.”’ 


Writing from Athens, on Soth January, 
Rev. P. G. Longinides reports 

“Last week I have forwarded on to you the 
sum of 75 feces. (P.O.), our Greek Evangelical 
Cherch contribution for the two last years fcs. 
for 1917 and d tes. for this year), for ich i 
shall expect your formal receipt. 

“Our prayer meetings have been, as always, 
a refreshment to our souls in the midst of this 
world-wide war. God is blessing as. 

“It is another verification of the sa that 
our haman disability is and proves to the 
possibility and power of God. We had crowded 
meetings, especially ladies, as for lack of light 
we held mectings carly im the afternoon. Seil. 
there were many 1 
both in prayer and admonition. God be ed. 
That about God's ancient people in tion to 
the fall of lem was very touching, May 
the Lord blen the attempt of the Eva 
Alliance to bring about the longed-for union of 
all the true believers im Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 


Our friend and helper, Dr. Robert Kerr, 
of the Central Morocco Mission, Rabat, 
Morocco, has passed to his eternal rest and 
the presence of the Saviour since the fol- 
lowin® letter was written, on 21st January 


“The Annual Universal Week of Prayer was 
to us a great privilege which brought much 
blessing to our own souls, my wife and myself 
being the only ones which met at the throne of 
gtace, the number being few who are interested 
in such gatherings here. 

“I have often thought that a large New Year 
Card with the Evengelical Alliance Programme 
printed on it would be welcome. It would not 
cost much, and I am sure that it would be ap- 
preciated by many, both at home and abroad. I 
send vou a leaf of the jewish Chronicle, which 
contains a disgracefel and blasphemous article 
by Mentor, with an attack on the Evangelical 
Alliance Meeting, which he calls ‘Barbed Wire 
Theology.” I do not think thet it should be 
allowed to pass by unnoticed. Such an attack 
on the Alliance, which has done so much for 
God's Ancient People, is disgracefal, If I might 
suggest, von should scnd him a Bib’e with lerce 
print and a Concordance, and direct Mentor’s 
attention to what “The Lord God of Israel did 
for them in the lend of Egypt bv the hand of 
Moses. Also by Joshua and Jehoshaphat (2 
Kings xx.). It was God Who wrought, and I 


— than now, this revesis a Very . 
tery condition of ate. However, the Week of 
Meet. “All the services were Ma 
oon ver 1 ti 
ing, and from 12.39 to 1.30 during the week an dee lenguage, and the addresses given cach 
average of thirty persons met cach dav for morning were most carnest, and very helpful. 
. The meeti were condected in turn “‘Sympathising with all your care and suxiety 
— ar A D (Brethren), Rev 1. at home, and trusting that the united — ged of 
DD. (he J. Rev 8 God's children the world soon 
2 Rev. Chas, Thomson (Ching 1 — . 
Mission), Rev. W. P. Gerd (Congregational), 
and Rev. R. G. MeBeth (Presbyterian). They 
were most heipfal to all who gathered; there 
was much carnest prayer along the line of the 
topics chosen by the Alliance, and it is 2 
that blessing will come to the work of ret, 
meetings 
Christian Institate has been bat recenti 
established, and is part of the fruit of a great 
Kvangelistic held in the city last sam- 
mer. Bible Study Rvengelistic Services, 
and Work for Girls and Women are its present 
principal activities. The work is being up- 
— by cornest Christians connected with the 
vangelical Churches of the city.” 
From Funchal, Madeira, Rev. . G 
Smart writes, on 22nd Januarv :— 
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y believe that if we had gone to our knees 
earher, and humbied ourselves before God and 
asked His help, the Lord would have intervened 
before this. 


account of the excessive beat in Janaary here, 
the Alliance decided to nest the use of the 
lange Chapel of one of the denominations, which 
granted. 

“The meetings were led by representatives of 
the different denominations and were very well 
attended, especially as the week advanced. 
Prayer was \ery freely engaged in by the assem- 
bly and a perfect spirit of fraternity existed. 

“The Rosario workers and ober believers ap- 
preciate highly the opportunity granted to them 
to meet together for prayer. There is a real 
spirt of harmony between all the Gospel 
preachers here, though there is also a strong 
tone of loyalty to the individual’s convictions on 
Biblical points, which results in a more vigorous 
spiritual life than would otherwise be the case. 

“After paying the electric light bill and the 
printer's for the mectings, we are able to send 
the Central Office the sum of {5 3s.” 


We also rejoice in the following extracts 
from a letter from Shanghai, China 

“I have pleasure in passing on to von the 
following R of the meetings held ander the 
auspices of the Evangelical Alliance of Shanghai 
during the Week of Prayer, from the 7th to the 


12th instant (inclusive), on behalf of the Execu-' 


tive Committee. 

“At a meeting of that Commi.tee held on the 
And November it was decided to hold the er- 
vices in Union Church, as usual, at 5.90 each 
day, to last one hour, and the Secretary was 
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own duty.“ 


authorised to those who might be 
willing to lead address the meetings, with 
the resalt that the following gentlemen con- 
sented te do so: the Rev. PF. Rawlipeon, DD. 
(M y), the Rev. G. H. D.D, (Tees- 
day), the Very Rev. Deen Walker, M.A. (Wednes- 
day), the Rev M. T. Stauffer, B.D. reday), 
the Rev. D. K. Hoste (Friday), and Rev. D. 
MacGillivary, D.D, (Saturday). 

“Having ard to several other calle upon 
many who, otherwise, would have been present 
on certain dans, the numbers who came cach 
day were most encouraging as compared with 
those of previous years. On Thursday a counter 
attraction wes a lecture given by Sayce 
on ‘Jerusalem,’ also at 6.3). The Committee 
8 met with the object of making it possi- 
ble for friends to attend both the prayer meeting 
end the lecture, and & was alterin 
the hour for the former service to begin at 4. 
and the Secretary of the Roval Asiatic Society 
agreed to defer the lecture to 5.4. 

“The Anneal Meeting was held after the 
Tuesday service, the business including a pro- 
posal to increase our contribation to Headquar- 
ters from the dena £3 108. to 2 to the 
difference in exchange and the relative value of 
money. 

J have the re, therefore, to eticlowe a 
benk draft for for the favour of your acknow- 
ledgment in due course. 

“Contributions were well above the average, 
and a useful balance is carried forward on the 
credit side to next vear. 

“So far as I was able to glean from remarks 
made by those whose opinions count, it would 
appear to have been a week in which God edded 
His blessing to the message delivered by the 
leaders of meetings, and upon the uplifting tone 
of the pravers offered by His people. Many 
voiced the heartfelt longing of those present for 
victory for the Allied Nations and for their wer 
aims, and the Amen which punctuated the peti- 
tions had no uncertain sound in it. 

“We thank God for the Week of Prayer in 
Shanghai in 1918—to Him be the praise and the 
glory. Amen.” 


The Bible is the word of life. I beg that you will read 
it and find out for yourselves—read, not little snatches here and 
there, but long passages that will really be the road to the heart 
of it. You will find it full 6f real men and women not only, but 
also of the things you have wondered about and been troubled | 
about all your life, as men have been always; and the more you | 
read the more it will become plain to you what things are worth | 
while, and what are not, what things make men happy—loyalty, 
right dealing, speaking the truth, readiness to give everything 
for what they think their duty, and, most of all, the wish that 
they may have the real approval of the Christ, who gave every- 
thing for them—and the things that are guaranteed to make 
them unhappy—seelfishness, cowardice, greed and everything 
that is low and mean. When you have read the Bible you will 
know that it is the Word of God, because you will have found 
it the key to your own heart, your own happiness, and your 


(Signed) Woopvrow WILSON. 
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LAs? 
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The following encouraging report has 
come to hand from the Rosario Branch, 
Argeatinn 
the evangelical congregations of 
Rosario united together in the Universal Week 
of Prayer. 
“Owing to the fact that the halle used for 
evangelization purposes not having been rented 
with united congregations in | and also on 
· 
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Reunion Notes. 


The Prime Mr. Licovd George showed his 
Minister ead attachment to the Pree Cherche> 
the Pree attending their National Coun- 
Churches. cil and delivering an adress that 
was marked by the religions semse that he ha» 
never lost. He saw a tonic was needed, and he 
told his audience that tney should not be dis- 
heartened and always be saying, When will the 
dawn come?" Tt has already come. It will 
come again. “Trust in God and the light will 
shine upon you.” He truly sid that the minor 
troubles of the war give more trouble than the 
bieger ones. He called for the help, the sym- 
pathy and for the prayers of his brethren in the 
great task he hes to perform. War must be 
waged with the whole and undivided strength 
of the people and only those who recognise what 
is at stake and are sure that they are fighting 
on the side of God can really dedicate them- 
selves in full assurance of victory to the terrible 
task that lies before the country. He quoted, 
with splendid appositeness, the words of Crom- 
well, “According as you shall find your spirits 
and reasots in what hath been seid, 
so let you end me join in the prosecation of this 
war, according as we are satisfied and as the 
cause would appear to our comsciences in the 
sight of the Lord, bgt if you can come to prose- 
cute it, prosecute it vigorously or don't do it at 
all.” All Christian men anite in praying that 
the Premier may be given a right jedgment in 
all things. He has to bear a burden that must 
seem crushing, but es he throws himself upon 
God and relies on Him for guidance he will be 
granted the strength and endurance needed to 
enable him to judge rightly, act promptly and 


strip of Belgium, Cardinal Bourne was hard put 
for an argpment when he referred to the contact 
between Roman Catholic influence and our men 
in that country. lie says our men have been 
“impressed by a new sense of the reality of reh- 
„m, and ints ont that in England many 
— adopt “catholic emblems, beliefs and 

actices which before the war would probably 

ve repelled them He refers to war shrines, 
etucifixes and rosaries, and looks upon these 
as proofs of the rce-awakening of a Catholic tra- 
dition. Does not the Cardinal know that the 
war shrine may or may not be a plain memorial, 
and that wherever u has taken a Catholic“ 
form it has been erected by those who before the 
war were active agitators in favour of a type of 
““Catholiciem” that has not won the affection of 
oar people? Is he not aware that with even. 
more force the same remark may be made con- 
cerning the Caivaries and the use of rosaries. 
In what public place has a Calvary been erected 
by the grant of a site by public authorities, and 
where outside the narrow circle of Anglican 
“Catholics” of an extreme type, has the rosary 


been adopted ? 
“Ne Pepery.” With a certain high disdain and 
a profession of regard for National 
Unity the Cardinal refers to “the noisy section 
of fanatics who are always ready to „ upon 
the fears of the credulous, or to re-echo the ‘No 
try’ cries, which we, in common with all 
men of right feeling, would readily forget.” He 
says that our countrymen recognise “that she 


. (the Roman Church is able to combine social 


choose the proper means to reach the peace we | 


all have at heart—a peace founded on righteous- 
ness im accordance with the mind of Christ. 
No other peace can bring blessing to a blood- 
stained world. 2 


Cardinal Instead of the usual Lenten 
Bourne and pastoral the Cardinal Archbishop 
the Nation. of Westminster has published an 
advertisement in the form of a “Message to the 
Nation.”” It occupies columns of print, and is 
as remarkable for its silences as for its state- 
ments. It is discreetly blind to the part the 
Papacy has played in the war, and says nothing 
concerning the social and religious condition of 
Roman Catholic lands, where the Roman Church 
has been supreme for centurics. It points to 
the fact that hundreds of thousands of Euglish- 
men have been brought into contact with the 
“Catholic Church.” “British soldiers in Bel- 
gium and France have been profoundly affected 
by all that they have seen of her influence in 
these countries.”” Ibis is tree, bat how have 
they been affected? Ther know that the state 
of tension between the French and the Roman 
Church is so acute that the French soldiers 
stand outside, for the most part, its influence. 
They certainlv have heard of the story of 
Cardinal Mercier’s patriotism, but when it is re- 
membered that our soldiers only occupy a small 
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stability with liberty, and thus to avoid the 
calamities both of anarchy and tyranny, into 
one or other of which this country might easily 
drift.” Have our shown any desire to 
accept Roman Catholicism? All available statis- 
ties point otherwise, and the strong conviction 
of the Nation, as it looks upon t part the 
Roman Church has played in Ireland, in Que- 
bec, and in Australia, as well as in Germany, 
Austria and Italy, have made them more reso- 
lute in their determination to have nothing to 
do with the honied words with which they are ad- 
dressed by the Cardinal. As our le consider 
the Portugal, the Roman Church, 
in spite its age-long intolerant supremacy, has 
been unable to guard against revolution that 
expels religious instruction from the schools; or 
Spain, where the Roman Church has been the 
Ally of Germany and the persistent foe of {ree- 
dom; or the Roman pro-German propagarda in 
Italy and the way in which the Roman Charch 
has alienated the French masses from religion, 
they are able to a true value on the asser- 
tions of a Cardinal whose Church has alwavs 
proved itself to be the enemy of religious free- 
dom in lands where it has had sway. Cardinal 
Bourne may think he has a monopoly of his- 
torical and contemporsry knowledge, but the 
3 people are too wise to be led astray 
by his words. They know what the fulness of 
the Divine revelation of Jesus Christ“ means, 
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and they do not recognise the authority of the 
Vatican to usurp the title of the Church of 
lesas Christ.” 


Religions in One of the saddest features of 
Resse. the revolution of events in Russie 
is the total breakdown of the in- 
finence of the Russian Church Before the 
Revolution writers assured us that the strongest 
power in that great country was the National 
Church, and idealistic pictures were drawn of 
the place it held in the affection of the people. 
We knew that it was intolerant and freely ased 
the arm of the State for the crushing of inde- 
petident spiritual movements, bet we confes« 
we were not prepared for the total collapse 
its authority during the pest twelve month« 
The Church has been disestablished, has been 
deprived of its property, its buildings have been 
<ecularised, a its lands have been divided 
among its children. It has exercised no restrain- 
ing hold over the masses, and has shown iteclf 
nerveless and powerless to check excesses and 
to control events. In fact, it has stood apart 
from what has occurred, and did so because no 
response was to be obtained from thuse who im 
the past appeared to be its devoted followers. 
Now the Church has anathematised the Bolshe- 
viks, who do not appear to be moved by the curse. 
The lesson we must draw from what has taken 
place is the weakness of institutional Christianity 
centralised in an earthly Government that is 
more intent on outward observance than on the 
adhesion of the heart to Him who is the Re- 
deemer of mankind. True and laudable worship 
must be spiritual. It must find its inspiration 
and satisfaction in personal communion between 
the soul and the Saviour, God must be ap- 
proached through the Son, and its inner reality 
must depend on the work of the Holy Spirit, 
who guides into Truth, not in image worship 
that clouds the mind and tends to make men 
rest content with the symbol instead of appro- 
priating the blessings that come from soul com- 
munion with God. The whole future of Russia 
is obscure and its religions “evelopment is 
among the most obscure of its many problems. 


The Religious Some observers have come to 
Future of the conclusion that the Russian 
Reesia. Christians will split into large 
sects and that the homogeneity of 

the past will mever be restored. We do not be- 
lieve that the people will permanently be alienated 
from the worship of God, but we cannot close 
our eves to the grave dangers that will arise 
from the creation of conflicting sects born as the 
aftermath of revolution. The finger of God may 
lead them to the Truth and it may be that the 
new religious spirit that will spring up in Rus- 
sia is destined to pass through a period of lack 
of concord leading finally to the spirit of Union. 
The outlook affords little or nothing for the 
Western lookcr-on to found his speculatuons 
upon, but we who believe that lives and 
rules have faith that in His own way He will 
guide all who sincerely seek His counsel, and 
that the two hundred million inhabitants of Rus- 
sia who are plunged in anarchaic chaos will not 
be forgotten by Him. We at home who acknow- 
ledge all united to God in Christ by lively faith 
to be members of His Church and do not con- 
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fine that New Testament word to any exclusive 
organisation cam look to the fetere with hope 
end courage in the conviction that in Russia 
there are many thoesands of true children of 
Ged who will one day testify of His power and 
will by so doing peeve the nucleus of « great 
spiritual movement thet will spread ower the 
whole land. Mav Ged hasten dax 


The eib tee We have lately been told that we 
Union. must discover the road to Union 
by the scientific method. In 
other words we must make an indeaction—divid- 
ing the separate Churches into groups—discover. 
ing the points of identity and the elements of 
diversity. When we have dome this we must 
make experiments and see how they work 
last when we have discovered the law that 
governs union as distinct from cooperative dis- 
union, we can then y the law antil 
all have been coordi and absorbed into 
There is something fascinating 
in this plan. It fite in with the modern 
mind and has « plausibility that would 
appeal to the student of social statics or social 
dynamics—whatever he may wish to call the 
religious world, he will find in either in a «tate 
of rest governed by principles or in a state of 
movement actuated by forces more or less under 
human control. Interesting as the suggestion 
is it forgets that the Charch of Christ is a 
Divine organism-——permeated by the iritt of 
Ged that works in accordance with the declared 
will of God. Those who are loval to Christ must 
follow the path laid down in the Word of God 
and cannot make experiments, that are im viola- 
tion of the Truth expounded in Holy Scripture. 
The ome way we must tread if we are to reach 
the goal we have at heart, is that outlined by 
our Lord Himself. We must abide in Him, we 
must obey His will and possessing His love in 
our hearts we are compelled to leave ourselves 
to be guided by His truth. When a writer tells 
us we find the “authentic note” in Roman 
Catholics and Unitarians we have only to say 
then that note is not Scriptural and any edifice 
of Union built upon a scheme that is in unison 
with that note cannot hope to be blessed by 
God in abiding permanence. 


Non It is fashionable rowadays to 
Miraculous divorce the spiritual element of 
Christianity. the Gospel from the Supernatural 

statements in the life of our Lord. 
A laboured exegesis writes down as, ““Midrash”’ 
the story of the Nativity as told by St. Mat- 
thew and classes as imaginative poetry the narra- 
tive as told by St. Luke. The Virgin 3irth of 
Christ is, in the opinion of men ana women of 
this type, something mot only to be ignored, but 
to be dishelieved. The Empty Tomb goes. the 
way of the Virgin Birth, while attachment to 
the Divinity of Christ and the Taimortality of 
the soul is professed. We hope we are not 
blind to the requirements of modern science, 
but we confess that we think the “scientific 
criticism” of the Gospel goes astray when it 
imagines it can hold by the message of Christ 
while rejecting the belief in the miracles that 
have always been held to be inseparable from 
the revelation of God to man. It seems to us 
that if we throw overboard the Virgin Birth and 
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and yet 
Jewish and Gentile Christians. 
isputed, for it is acknowledged by its assailants. 
second fact is that our Lord was the ome ein- 
this earth. His life was 
from moral weakness, and from beginnin 
is entire comsciousness was at one wit 
It was natural, then, that His 
the world should be marked by cir- 
that are not shared by the race, and 
when we find writers who are sane and honest 
definitely stating thi« to be the belief of the con- 
temporaries of our Lord—for it was certainly 
believed when St. Luke wrote his Gospel-——we, as 
Christians, have no hesitation in accepting it. 
To assert that it is unbhistorical is to make a 
statement that * — more than the ipse dixit 
of a critic. We invariably find that those who 
are attached to this view are men who have 
doubts as to the occurrence of the miraculous 
and follow the maxim ‘Miracles do not happen.“ 
because the miraculous is opposed to their con- 
ception of the course of nature. The believer, 
however, knows that God rules and governs, and 
from his study of the Gospels is convinced that 
there is nothing unfitting in Him who made al! 
things and sustains what He has made, mani- 


into 


the fulness of time His Son was born into the 
world. 


The State of Our readers remember the hold- 
Malta. ing of the Eucharistic Congress in 
Malta in 1913. On the last day 

of 1917 the local Archbishop unveiled a monu- 
ment commemorative of this event, when the 
Governor of the Island attended and gave his 
official a of the act. In these days, when 
cou is deemed superior to principle faith- 
fully asserted, the Governor simply followed the 
prevailing tendency, but it seems strange that 
the Representative of the King, who is a faith- 
ful Protestant, should support the Archbishop 
in his unveiling of a commemorative statue of 
a Congress which was held to teach the doctrine 
rejected by the Reformers. The Governor of 


testing His power in a unique manner, when in 
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Malta cannot be ignorant of the sad religious 
state of the Island and the ingrained intolerance 
of the Roman Charch, that has done everything 
im its and bevond its legal rights, to pre 
vent the preaching of the Gospel and the cir. 
culation of the Bible. The Archbishop said 
Malta is, and I should like to add, cannot bat 
be, sincerely and deeply Catholic A olic and 
Roman.” We wonder how far Malta is really 
Catholic and Apostolic in its attachment to the 
Catholic and Apostolic faith of the New Testa- 
ment. We know that it is Roman im its obedi- 
ence to the laws of the Roman Church, as ad- 
ministered by its tatives. How many 
Maltese are familiar with the Text of the New. 
lestament? We are only too familiar with the 
story of persecution of Bible readers, who have 
been in terror of their lives th the excesses 
of Roman Catholic devotees. e rejoice to 
know that the A of the World’s Evangelical 
Alliance is privi to cirenlate the Gospels 
salvation to « 
number of his fellow countrymen. May the 
Word of God break down the superstition that 
is rampant in the island by leading its 

in living faith to their crucified Saviour! 


The Vatican Our bright and instructive com- 
and the War. tem ry, The Chronicle of New 

York, has « well-informed articte 
em the relation between the Vatican and the 
War. Its writer is Dr. Woodridge Riley, who 
has made a close study of Italian affairs, and his 
evidence may be trusted. We already knew that 
a propaganda had been conducted by the Priests 
in towns and villages, as well as by some Army 
Chaplains, to undermine the moral of Italian 
soldiers, by inciting them against the Allics 
and promising them a patriotic peace from Ger- 


many. Dr. Riley informs us t the Unione 
Pubblicita Italiana—with Head rtérs in 
Milan—had inserted pro-German advertisement> 
in eighty-one Italian newspapers. The Union 
was found to be a channel from Berlm vie 
Lucerne, for the dissemination of n 
policy. Prussia and Bavaria maintain re- 


sentatives in the Vatican, who work with the 
Austrian representative and lose no opportunity 
of misrepresenting the Allies. It is argued that 
a Protestant Emperor would not co-operate with 
the Pope, but when we remember the part played 
by him in his associations with Mahommedans 
and the “Great is Allah“ fezzes of his officers in 
the Turkish Army, we cannot doubt his readi- 
mess to mse the Vatican for the ends he has at 
heart. We cannot for that the root of Ger- 
man morality is the belief that the State can be 
regarded as God, and whatever the State de- 
crees has divine sanction. As the Bishop of 
Down has truly said, The German God is more 
than an Ally; He is, of course, the very genius 
of modern leutonism.”” This means t Ger- 
many is prepared to make use of all agencies 
that can serve her purpose, and the promise of 
the restored Temporal Power is the bait that has 
made Vatican subjects the willing tools of Berlin. 


The Fruit In his new book, The Science 
ofa Power,“ Mr. Benjamin Kidd 
Blessed Hope. shows that the Darwinian hypo- 
thesis breaks down in the — 

cation to social organisation. He proves that 
under the inflmence of an ideal, Nations change 


a EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
— the the 
— oft story con- 
vert the Gospel — af legend united 
with high idealism that class writers 
as the most ancriticel and anmreliable of his 
torlame, We know the ye were men 
who believed that truth was most important 
wrong it is abeerd to believe thot 
1 they would have deliberately recorded facts that 
were not authentic. when the whole truth of 
their teaching - to these facts as the 
basis Of their faith. When the Virgin Birth was 
disbelieved we expected the other miracles to 
be assailed, and we now find the resurrection 
prevely 1 to de ummecessary for the fol- 
rs of fist to accept, as literally true. !/ 
it be not true, then we are in a ced state 
The Virgin We mast bear in mind two facts 
Berth One, the Virgin Birth cannot de 
cut out of the Gospels as a late 
addition. It is an integral per of St. Matthew 
’ and St. Lake. Tt was believed by the writers 
and was accepted by the Primitive Church It 
Was something entirely strange to the Jewish 
1 
| 
11 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


their character in « generation and points to 
Germany and Ja as tests of his assertion. 
He looks forwae to the growing influence of 
women who are more intent om the race than the 
individual, as the secret of social reconstrection 
on limes that will ensure world peace and national 
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have an ideal far and awa, 


have no place in 
primitive Charch 


8 


Testament or in 


ope 


Spirit unleas it arrogates to itself claims to the 
exclusive possession of grace and endeavours 


divorce that cannot be red by the poorest 


-imhabitant in the same 


convinced that the teaching of ond 
His Aposties is thet men — women who marry 
are bound by a lifedomg contrect that can only 
be revoked by offences against the marriage state 
laid down in the Goepel. We frankly state that 
we see fo whatever for deleting from 
St. Matthew's Gospel, the exception allowed by 
oar Lord for putting en a wife. If resist- 
ance of the presemt agitation involves rejection 
of thie statement of our Lord as genie then 
we are convinced that the forces med to the 
new proposals will be divided. if ground; 
of hostility to the campeign for —— to be 
determined after three years desertion, base. 
em the acceptance of Christ law, we are assure: 
that the Christian public will act together in 
their opposition. We are aware that many hari 
cases exist, but we cannot, on Christian 

that have been proved to be the best working 
basis of Society, admit the desirability of carry- 
ing into effect « in the whole married 
state. The Leaders all Christian -Charches 
are one in their determination to the 
plans so resolutely urged by some public men 


Friendliness, ‘hese three words were used 
Federation. the Rev. R. C. Gillie in a Liver- 
Pusion. pool address to describe the way 
in which union will be reached. He was address. 
ing the Annual Mecting of our Liverpool Branch 
“We are today,” he said, “ in the friendly, we 
may say the fraternal stage, and when we learn 
to love and one another, the stage of 
federation will be attained through cooperatum 
that will mean a great advance toward that 
Unity which will find expression in a re-amon 
of the scattered forces of Christendom.” Mr 
T. A. Leigh, who presided at the meeting, was 
right when he maintained that only on the solid 
foundation of the Holy Scriptures can we attam 
true Christian Unity. The dawn of brighter 
day appears. With the blessing of God we shal! 
see the Sun of righteousness „ bm healing 
in His wings for the divisions of Christendom. 


orgetting d jesas Christ 
Whenever the Creed rehe we profes o 
to bind its bestowal to channels that are not pro- 
claimed in the Word of God. We are one with 
Christ, we abide in Him the true Vine, we are 
members of Hie Church, we look forward two the 
coming of the King in His Kingdom and 
grounded in that blessed hope we can face the 
future. We believe that Christ is the ideal that 
will work the best reconstruction in Society. 
and that only in accordance with the law of 
His Kingdom can mankind ever enjoy godly 
unity and concord. Maw we all realise more 
fully the joy of bearing testimony to His coming 
again! 
* The We oe — with a strong 
w Diverce and influentially 9 propa- 
Agitation. ganda in favour alteration of 
the marriage law. Christians will not be misled 
by the intermingling of the claim for equality 
of the sexes with other car that are 
oppoaga to the law of the and the plain 
oe te of our Lord. They wish for one law 
forgrich and poor, and hate the idea that the 
polpession of a bank balance should assure to 
Pain individuals leges in respect of 
‘A | 
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World Mission Notes. 


A body of — 
was engaged in rican 
campaign. They embraced men 

attached to different Churches and their com- 
manding officer has written a charming account 
of their work and Christian character He de- 


sctibes Sanday services and goes on to say thet 
at the evening service of the First y a 
the month the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is 
administered. “Hem again sill are ome in 
Christ Jesus, partaking of the ome body broken 
the remission of God was in our 
afternoon service and sea our hearts. 
Especially was His Presence felt in the even- 


ing hour of communion and the till emall voice 
was heard We rejoice to chronicle this speci- 
men of many similer services beld in many 

of the wide battle front. Men are recognising 
their oneness in Christ and are strengthened by 
knowledge of their joint service of the Master. 


Home The need of right presentation of 
Missionary the Missionary Call is argent. The 
Werk. Churches are only half awake to 
their duty, and Mr. Basil Matthews 

msists upon reality, reverence, and catholicity as 
essential parts of-home advocacy. Very few are 
as fully cognisant of the call to mission work as 
the men at the front are to the fact of war. Until 
we have inner reality we can only be inefficient 
advocates. We also need reverence, which arises 
from a sense of our dependence upon God and 
His mercy. Missionary effort is obedience to the 
command of One who died to save us from our 
sims, and it can only be oted by men who 
are servants of the most High and are aware of 
the worship duc to Him. missionary world 
is one, a full view of the work that is being 
done by all Missionaries can alone give us the 
right perspective. We have heard much lately 
of a * essential for suc- 
cess 
— 
charac 
formed 
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In a world where darkness covers many lands, 
it ie the dat, of Christians to speak the Truth 
im love and to foster godly union and concord. 


Missionary It is too socom to know exactly 

laceme. where the great and small Mission- 
have published their annual receipts show a 
healthy state of finance and of on their 

st record. When we remember widespread 
read of a break down when war broke ont we 
can only thank God and take courage. It would 
seem, ever, that the smaller that 
are doing excellent service in fields not touched 
by the larger organisations have not fared so well 
as their sister Societies. We know that it is the 
day of great combines, and that in business the 
small men have little chance of saccess in com pe- 
tition with multiple shops. Sach a thought of 
competition ought not to enter the minds of the 
supporters of God's work. We ought to “ppl 
the test, “Is the work dome im acoordance wit 
the mind of God, and is it being faithfully dis- 
charged by the men who ask for our support 


F oretgn In the Missionary world there is 
and Native a crowi conviction that the 
Leaders. message redemption should be 
proclaimed by the men and women 

of the country where Missions work. At one time 
there was no unity of securing strong 
native leaders. Now we find in many lands men 
won for Christ gifted with the power of leader- 
ship. In Japan Bishop Boutflower resi his 
Ri ric to make way for a Japanese Bi . 
and im China a Chinaman of proved worth is to 
be consecrated assistant Bishop. We shall have 
African, Indian, Chinese, and Japanese Bishops, 
and the Church of by nominating men 
of this type to hi , | ine 
with oth 
hes 


an 


sk, 


to 
we 
* 
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and as he lays down office he probably can point 
to more than ome occasion on which his breadth 
of vision and desire to act have been restrained 
by the marrowness of those he wished to con- 
ciliate. Nevertheless, he has done a great work 
that merits him a high place among the mission- 
ary forces of the Century, and it can never be 
forgotten that it was lar through his efforts 
— a men 1 — views at the Edin- 

mary Conference. Dr. Montgomery 
is an Irishman, who was born in Ulster. 


The It has been truly said that the 
work to which God summons 
Werld. Church in the second century 


of modern missions is that of evan- 
F Mahommedans.”” The work is hard 


sionary effort. The Church of Christ is quietly at 
work, and can record many notable conversions. 


It is stated that 10,000 Moslems in Abyssinia in 


Master. We can only do our duty in proclaiming 
that the witness. we 
y Him. After the war 
the whole Moslem problem may have an entirely 
new aspect, which we must be ready to face. 


It seems strange that there 
The Rebber should be under the British Crown 
Tribes of tribes that make their living by 
India. thieving. They are survivors of a 
past state that has not wholly dis- 
appeared. The Indian Government, anxious to 
win them from their evil ways, entrusted their 
care to various Missionary agencies. The Salva- 
tion Army and the American Board of Missions 
have already achieved success, and it is arranged 
that after the war the S.P.G. will also have char 
of some of these extraordinary people. The 
Government will provide secular education, and 
the Society will have control of the religious and 
moral development. It is a striking fact that 
statesmen everywhere are recognising more and 
more the splendid work that is done from a 
purely political standpoint by those who devote 
themselves to preaching and living Christ. 


The breaking down of barriers in 

Missionary the Mission field is receiving a 

_ Reunion, happy illustration in the invitation 
inent workers of various 

denominations to address the supporters of Socie- 
ties different from their own. In Lambeth Palace 
a series of addresses was given by non-Episco- 
palian re tatives, Churchmen speak at the 
Mission Houses of Nonconformists, and Noncon- 
formists at the H uarters of Church Societies. 
This spirit of fraternity is most encouraging, and 
it must be remarked is only a reflection of what 


but onthe 


urn in the Foreign field, where the pressure 
of beathendom forces Christian workers to realise 
that they are one in Christ Ide better 
we anderstand one another more seccessfal 


Dr. Mew it may be broadly stated that all 

on concerning the future 

N lopment of Russia have been 
falsified by experience. 


Thet land 
nx of Karope, and we Westerns 
— partially understood her. 


about 
ussia will take. We nope tha 


incidents that made a deep impression on his 


not conduct any public meeting. Ten years 
later he was permitted to address getherings, 
close of his visit the Holy 
Synod a resolution that he should not 
again be permitted to visit Russia. On his third 
vieit the High Procurator of the Holy Synod 

ted him with a copy of the Gospels, and 
expressed his thanks for the work and sympethy 
of the American . Again in Russia alter 
the Revolution, he was then deeply struck by 
the changed disposition of bad ge as a whole. 
For the first time he a with President 
Roosevelt, “No land more than Russia hold« 
the fate of the coming years.” 


He reviews the awful sufferings of Russia 
during the war, and says that the social revolu- 
tion through which she now passes is the most 
remarkable in the history of the world, in a 
giant effort to tackle with social injustices, soclal 
neglects, and social cruelties. Religious freedom 
has become a reality, and even the Holy Synod 
has changed its characteristic intolerance, in con- 
sequence of the democratising of its institutions. 
This religions revolution is bringing about « 
purification of the Orthodox Chure most 
needful purification, when we recall the shock- 
ing, almost unbelievable, Rasputin scandals. 


Although we do not understand Russia, he 
holds we must believe in Russia, and the grounds 
for his optimism are based om the great hearts 
of the people, who are religious idealists. Their 
patience is almost incredible. Russia has numer- 
ous leaders strong in character. He mentions 
that the four leaders of the Kerensky Govern- 
ment were all under forty. He praises the prin- 
ciples of the Russian Revolution, and finds them 
to be identical with those that forced the United 
States to join the Allies. As a democrat he 
somewhat idealises the democracy indeed of 
Russia. The capacity for order that he dis 
covered in Russia fills him with hope, and in her 
nine thousand committees are to be found an 
element of stability that cannot be ignored. 


The demoralisation of Russia is due to her war 
weariness, her betrayal by her rulers, and the 
darkness of the inhabitants, who are unable to 
appreciate the true Russian character of the revo- 
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1 
| 
for God wilt | 
i still the Sphi 
have never fully 
It may be don 
the country as a whole thinks. Dr. *. Mott 
has been four times in Ressia. He a wide 
experience as « man of movements, and he is 
— which events in 
rder than any other missionary enterprise, and t he is right, and 1 
to-day it is faced by a pan-Islam movement that “ast On personal 
has @ religions as well as a political side. ü.. 
said that the pan-Islam cause has passed away mind. On the occasion of his first visit he could 
politically—mo ome can assert that the spirit | 
awakened by it does not still confront our mi- 
— won = we 
know that in Mesopotamia the Moslem converts f 
m the face of great trials 7 true to their 
| 
| 
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lationary ideals. He sheds light on the 
veding German propaganda 
ing om the ignorance of 112 

i “ We — 

You have abolished him. Why should 
we fight cach other longer? Let us be brothers.” 
They taught internationaliem and appealed to 
cuptdity. The land is going to be divided ; the 
on to broken up. Go 

i thie way they 


In spite of all this he is . He sees that 
the best way of helping Reassia is to win the war. 
2 make the Russian democracy safe for 

world, and we mast have a counter 

* German penetration. All « 
have eccess to Russia, e. g., the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and World's Evan- 
Alliance, must be becked by those who 
lieve in Russia In this faith im Russia we 
Dr. Mott's opinion—be able to accom- 


The speech which we 

delive january. happened 

simce that adds to the of any- 
thing for that country deprived of anity and 
divi into many Provinces without « central 
Government. The future is hid from but 


we cannot beliewe that nearly two hund mil- 


lion people will be left without guidance from 
God. There are great and hearts in 
Russia—brave men, who faithfully witness for 
truth, and their influence will one day make 
itself felt. It is cheering to be brought into con- 
tact with the vigorous mind of Dr. Mott, who 
never loses faith, and if we cannot endorse his 
diagnosis as final, there is mach in it that pro- 
vokes thonght and ins res us with confidence 
that, in spite of all that a happened, Russia will 
rs! play a great part in the history of man- 


Moslems That indefatigable missionary to 
10 the Moslem world, Dr. S. M. 
Chine. Zwemer, has lately paid a visit to 
China, with the intention of get- 
ting into touch with the 25,000,000 Mahomme- 
dans in that land. He could not reach the main 
— of Islam, as the country was disturbéd, 
he found many openings for bringing the 
tothe Mosleme and for visiting leader 
t faith, He found their spirit very differ- 
ent from that of their co-religionists in Arabia 
and Egypt. On ome occasion in a mosque an 
Ahung joined in Christian prayer with Dr. 
Zwemer. Confucianism has tly modified the 
tone of Islam in China. It has given women a 
better position and has undermined the exclusive 
bigotry that is characteristic of Arabian fanatic- 
ism. From all he saw and heard he is convinced 
that the Church of Christ is called to do a great 
work attiong the millions of China who owe 
allegiance to Mahomet. He evidently believes 
that the of saccess are better there than 
in other lands. It is interesting to note that the 
first Chinese clergyman in the diocese of Western 
China was a Mahommedan of high birth. 


The Chinese Secretary of the 
The Week Stedent Volunteer *.* 
Prayer 


ie Chine. 
ver says that 
— 


pray 
the West. in some 
‘ 


World's Evangelical Alliance supplies China with 
copies of the Week of Prayer Programme for use 
in all the Churches. 


of — — the universal Kingshi on of 8 
over His Kingdom here on earth. 
Coopel of the Kinpdoes in the New Testement, 


says: “ The Gospel of the Km 
whole of our message any more 
of personal salvation. We mast have both to- 
gether." Of the two, the latter is the more 
urgent at the present time. Everywhere there 
are potential citizens of the Kingdom who crave 
for the salvation that can alone give them the 
joy of citizenship. It is very important that we 
should never lose sight of the fact that whatever 
we may think of the relation between the Church 
and the Kingdom of God, the chief matter is the 
anion of individual souls with Christ in a living 
faith. Evangelisation of the people redeemed by 
Christ is much more pressing than even the pro- 
clamation of social reform or international right- 
eousness. 


Foreign Thoughtful Canadians have found 
Missions and the secret of the wide outlook of 
Vision. Canadians in international affairs in 
the foreign mission policy of the 

Canadian Church. It is strange that the Roman 
Church, with its boasted international outiook 
should, in Canada, Australia, and Ireland, be 
found as a whole on the side of the anti-British 
movement. In Canada, on the con , the Pro- 
testants have flocked to the call ‘Christian 
Civilisation as one man. This is due “ to the 
sense of responsibility as wide as humanity, be- 
oreign 


en in the Protestant — the Forei 
ission icy of their 9 They had 


vision of duty that they could not abandon, and 
as they realised the call of the Church to work 
in foreign lands, they saw the need of their 
mother country and responded to the summons. 
It is a striking fact that the man who, more than 
any other, made the Union War Government ong 
sible is a great Missionary leader. 
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| bands of Christians go from to 
| preaching. Blessed results have followed. it 
will imterest our readers to know the 
N A We live in an age when partial 
Timely presentations of 2 facts 
Caution. are becoming so frequent as to be 
delusive. Many insist om the work 
are citizens of Heaven 
ö as well as denizens of the carth. A recent writer 
| 
| 
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SPIRITUAL CHURCHMANSHIP; or, the Fel- 
lowship of Christ's Religion. By Pusserpary 
F. G Weesrex, M.A. (Marshall Brothers. 3/6.) 
We agree with the Bishop of Liverpool, who 

contributes a Foreword, that this volume touches 

the very heart of Christianity. It is crammed 
full with concrete wisdom and common sense, 
based upon appeal to the Holy Scriptures. It 
4s the testimony from personal experience of « 
soul overflowi with a sense of the reality of 
the Person and Presence of Christ, and the 
blessedinesa of that “ Spiritual Churchmanship 
in which Union with Christ is the mainspring. 

Prebendary Webster condenses into thirteen 

brief chapters the true and practical meaning of 

the Spiritual and “ Churchmanship,” 
and the blessedness which flows from the rela- 

tionship of the one to the other. His book is a 

vigorous and sound exposition of the principles of 

Christian Union which surround the platform 

and work of the World’s Evangelical Alliance, 

and, while we affirm the truth of his statement 
that “ jealous care is needed to maintain the 

‘unity of the Spirit,’ no efforts being needed or 

of avail to create and bring about that unity,” 

we rejoice in the vision and large-heartedness 
which leads him to add “the assurance that 
another possesses that knowledge of Christ 
ree which the Holy Spirit alone can impart, 
inds every true lover of Jesus to that one, 
whether Roman or Latheran, Churchman or 

Methodist. Being essentially spiritual, this fel- 

lowship is largely spontaneous and instinctive. 

The binding tie is not the discipline of any 

Church, but the common love of Christ. Unity 

cannot be enforced by discipline, it is created by 

the Holy Spirit.” In days when those, otherwise 
sincere souls, are present with us who desire to 
separate from or unchurch others who do not 
see eve to eve with them on all matters of doc- 
trine and faith. we are thankful for Prebendary 

that— 

True Christions will not wish to unchurch 
and who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
The fellowship can only be defined in terms of 
the living Centre. 

We may condemn certain practices as glar- 
ingly inconsistent. ‘Whoso hath this world’s 
goods, and seeth his brother have need, and shut- 
teth up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him We may 
condemn certain doctrines as unscriptural and 
erroneous. We may state with all r empha- 
sis that certain Churches have erred not only in 
their living and manner of ceremonies, but also 
in matters of faith, We may declare that ‘the 
sacrifices of masses, in the which it was com- 
monly said that the Priest did offer Christ for 
the quick and the dead, to have remission of 
pain or quilt, were blasphemous fables, and 
dangerous deceits. But we cannot deny a place 
in the fellowship of Christ’s Religion to any, 
however far they come short in their teaching 
and living, who have been taught by the Holy 
Spirit to know and love the Saviour. 

In these and other expositions of true Unity 


Books Worth Reading. 
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and Spiriteal Charchmanship, the volume is 
a text book, end will not fail to secure wide- 
spread circulation, (everyone should read it) and 
commendation. A notable chapter treats on 
“The Bible and the Church.” Prebendary 
Webster tells us God has given us both; that 
the Bible is certainly the final court of appeal 
in all matters of doctrine; and that the Church 
cannot require us to accept any interpretation of 
Scripture uniess that interpretation can be 

by Scriptere.”” A closing chapter on “ The Com- 
manion of Saints deals faithfal!y and with 
mination with those who have crossed the border 
and the close bond of practical anity maintained 
with them and they with as; “t are with 
Him, and the closer we are to Him, the nearer 
we are to them.” 


“PIGGIS OF BRIGHTON.” A Memoir of a 
Modern Saint, by J]. Waesreury-Jonwss, M.A., 
Jesus College, Oxford, Minister of Lady Hun- 
tingdon’s Church, London. (Marshall Bros., 
the applied to the bonouted sabject 

e term saint to su 

of this memoir has in modern times fallen into 

disuse, and is widely regarded as denoting « 

sanctimonious rather than a really sanctified ite. 

And yet in its Seripteral usage and significance 

sets for the character of the 

genuine disciple of Christ, and certainly it is pre- 
eminently true in ite application to “Piggie of 

Brighton.”” No one could know him wit “7 

degree of intimacy without feeling how the holli- 

ness which is in and of the Truth, was the pre- 
vaili feature and aim of his whole life and 
walk before God and men. The author has given 
as a volume of exceptional interest and valac. 

His sketch of the long and devoted career which 

he records is comprehensive and just, a faithful 

iture of a faithful ministry and « 
aithfal man, while its reminiscences of the 
circles in which he moved at various stages 
of his course add much to the charm of 
the whole. The pastoral work done by Mr. 

Figgis was exemplary; it may be estimated by 

his own words concerning it: Some of my hap- 

piest hours have been spent in pastoral visitation, 
and some of my happiest visits have been to 
houses of the not merely te relieve their 
poverty, but to seek to uplift their souls. The 
upbringing of our friend at the hands of a godly 

rentage, and under the influence in carly man- 
hood of men like Denham Smith, other 
leaders of the Revival movement in Ireland of 

1858, had much to do with the formation of the 

character which developed into faze spiritual 

depth, evangelical fervour, and gracious catho- 
lictty of spirit. Such lives do much to recom- 
mend the religion of Christ, to soften the ri- 

ties of life, and win to the side of Truth t 

who are often repelled by the hard and discordant 


controversies and rivalries which ere but too ' 


prevalent in avowedly Christian spheres. Mr. 
Piggis was for many years a warm friend, and 
fellow-worker of the World’s Evangelical 
Alliance, as a section of the memoir dealing with 
his work on its behalf describes, its principles 
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Body of Christ tive paragraphs chapters are soundly evange and at the san« 


Durham, Preb. eminently practical, dealing with points 
| W which are vital to the interests of all who are 
work are as a preface to the memoir involved in the “tragedy” of the great war which 
„o is overwhelming the world to-day Tt is a safe 
worthy of careful perasal, as furnish an en and a comvincing guide for all who are seeking 
thet 
rt. or 
oe * “ * the message of the old Gospel with its call to 
THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGR IN THR LIGHT ‘est, God the Father in 
OF THE WAR. By W. M. Gow, DD. hereafter, and in the mecessity of the redeem 
(Marshall Bros. /) life and death of Christ, wih evoke thet fait 
The war has called forth « voluminous liters- and and lowe which are the endaring reali- 
tare, apologetic and otherwise, bat few volumes ties author is truly “like anto a man that 
have been written more worthy of high place XII 
than this, The author says, “In these chapters treasare things new and Our advice «— 
an endeavoer has been to interpret some bev and read 
Once to every man and nation Then to side with truth is noble 
Comes the moment to decide, When we share ber wretched crast, 
In the strife of truth with falechoo!, Bre her cause bring fame and t, 
Por the or evil side ; — 
Some great cause, God's new Messiah, Then it is the ve man chooses, 
OG@ering cach the bloom or blight. While the coward stands aside 
And the choice by forever Till the multitude make virtue 
Twixt thet darkness and that licht Of the faith they had denied. 


J. Lows. 


World's Evangelical Alliance run Organisation. 
(Pounded 1846. Incorporated 1912.) 
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and aime were in fullest acoord with bic own. of the leading traths of the Gospel, and to restai« 

He laboured assideoustly all his life to promote them so as to answer the question« and cast light 

the cause of Christian union om the ground of the =m the issues which have been raised.” In 

vital Lever embers of the bis endeavoer he has y succeeded. The 
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S. A. M. 8. 
War Aims and 
Conditions of Peace. 


WAR fight anti! 
LIGHT dispels DARKNESS 
KNOWLEDGE replaces IGNORANCE. 
RIGHTEOUSNESS overcomes SIN. 


MISSIONARIES sent to HEATHEN 
CHAPLAINS sent to BRITISH. 
TEACHERS sent to LATIN RACES. 


MEANS 
YOUR GIFTS AND PRAYERS 


CONDITIONS OF PEACT— 
THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
LORD. (isa. xi. 9). 
THE ACCEPTATION OF CHRIST 
AS KING. 


you and conditions, 
you 


South American Missionary Saciety 


PREUMINARY NOTICE. 


The Annual Meetings 


of the 


Trinitarian Bible Society 


(Founded 183!) 
for the circulation of Protestant or uncor- 
rupted versions of the Word of Ged. 


will be held Dv on 


Tuesday, April 30th, at 3.30 and 7 p.m. 
in Caxton Hall, Westminster. 


Purther particulars will appear in 
the religious press in due course. 


Priends are asked to 


1. — the above date 

8 Contribute to of our 
ri as 

many sided efforts to extend the of Ged. 


Al contributions and communications should be 
sent to 


The Rev. F. CECIL LOVELY, B.A. 


Office 7, BURY ST., BLOOMSBURY, LONDON, w. c. 1. 


Bankers: 
Martin's Banks Lt d. Wat Howe, Kingower. 


BRITISH SOCIETY 
for the Propagation of the Gospel 
AMONG THE JEWS. 


© Great Stvest, Gow, Lenten, 1. 


President Sie Andrew ‘Wingate. RCL. 
Bec retary Rov. Sanne Lovinnen, 7.0.6.6. 


Heerew Christian Missionaries 
at Home and Abroad. 


Medical Missions. 


Home for Christian 
Israelites. — 


The need of the Jew is greater than ever, 
for he has heen the greatest sufferer of all to 
whom the dread conflict bas brought bitter 
anguish of spirit, and the multitude of other 
appeals should not be allowed to drown the 
Divine plea for pity—" Lat Jerusalem come 
into your mind 

The Society is administered with every 
economy, and we plead for your help in the 
heavy difficulties of the present time. 


PLEASE HELP TO BRING 
THE JEW TO CHRIST. 


FRIENDS ARMENIA 


Office and Embroidery Depot: 
47, Viktoria Westminster, Londen, 8 U. l. 
Heures © Tel.: Vie. 


— Hon Brocka 
ARMENIAN BABY By WELFARE. 


erphan Ar- 


menian Babies to be 
clothed and housed; 
and there are willing 


ppert of 

Children, which 

been undertaken 
ssion Ar- 
menian Relief in the 
will cost 
£10,000 menth—a 
colossal uadertakiag 
which be sup~ 
rted if these little 
ture citizensol Ar- 
menia are to be saved. 


Gifts will be most fully received and prometly 
They should be sent to the Hon. 

Wright Brooks. sof Armenia 

Street. Westminet 5.W.!. 

— Postal Orders should be 
County and Westminster Bank. and Treasury Notes 


Please mention “ Evangelical Christendom.” 
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4 NE PRACTICAL OUTCOME of the awakened National 
1 Conscience must be increased Missionary Effort. 


— 


BRITAIN'S DEBT TO INDIA bes bo by 
of women =ho are m supersiinoe aad 


| OUR MISSIONARIES REPORT— 


IN THE VILLAGES: Open deors and open hearts. | 
IN THE ZENANAS: Expectant, eager Pupils. 

IN THE HOSPITALS: Saffering women wait for relief. 
iG IN THE SCHOOLS: Girls crowding to be taught: 

._ teachers anxious to be trained. 

1 EVERYWHERE AROUND: Darkness,Superstition,Idolatry Death. 


§ The genet cuttesh for the tatere fer Missions is the outlook of opportenity There are no doors closed now, 
no limiting horizons of viaion, except to the that are shut or hited. But if God writes 
ea one side of these doors. He writes ‘ om the other side.” Temes 


THE BIBLE AND MEDICAL MISSION 


nearly 400 workers im India, 12 Hospitals and 5,000 Pupils in Colleges 
sad ‘Scheel, 3,000 P Zee and 
co-operating with the ‘Secon cal che 


Will You Help the Society to clear off £4,400 Debt and Extend its work? 


Treasurer: LORD KINNAIRD, 
33, Surrey Strect, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 


— 


sic “ The tone of it is just what is needed 
in the Churches of to-day.” 


CONTENTS—. 


THE CHURCH'S NEED XA VISION 
OF GOD. 

THE WORLD-WIDE CHURCH. 

THE STORM AND THE PILOT. 

PRAYER AND WORLD MISSIONS. 

HOME LIFE AND THE NATION. 

“CAN THESE BONES LIVE?” 


Unity 
6 Fntercession 


Price ONE SHILLING Net. 


(Post free Twopence extra.) 


LONDON: 
World's Evangelical Alliance 
(British Organisation), 


19, Russell Square, London, W.C. 1. | 
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